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1. INTRODUCTION:  Cultural Planning: A Development Strategy 
 
The leading questions for the Highlands East Municipal Cultural Planning project were “What is 
Culture” and “What is Cultural Planning?” and “How can this contribute to the development of our 
community?” Cultural Planning is frequently understood as something that is focused on the arts.  
However, culture is much broader than the arts.  It includes the way we live in our community and is 
informed by our history, surroundings, interests and creativity.   

Many people are familiar with the terms ‘economic, social and environmental’ in relationship to 
good planning.  This concept of sustainable development with three dimensions was developed in 
the second half of the 1980s. The report ‘Our Common Future’, also known as the Brundtland 
Report (1987), enshrined these three dimensions as the pattern to be used in local, national and 
global strategies for development.  

More recently ‘culture’ has been added as the fourth pillar of sustainable development. This emerged 
from UNESCO's Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001) and Convention on the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005).  Culture was identified as the ingredient necessary to 
improve and realize the sustainability of community development projects. The inclusion of culture 
to promote successful sustainable community development is recognized in provincially, nationally 
and internationally. 

What is Culture? 

UNESCO defines culture broadly as a “set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and 
emotional features of society or a social group, and that it encompasses, in addition to art and 
literature, lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems, traditions and beliefs.”   

For the purposes of municipal cultural planning a narrower definition of culture, based on the 
community’s local cultural assets is usually applied.  This includes tangible assets such as places, 
buildings, organizations, businesses, events and cultural activity (including performing arts, visual 
arts, literary arts, crafts, heritage, design arts, media arts, and civic arts) and intangible assets 
including local stories and traditions. 

Culture as the Fourth Pillar of Sustainable Development  

At their 3rd World Congress in 2010, The United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) called on 
cities and local and regional governments around the world to: 

· Integrate culture into their development policies; 
· Develop a solid cultural policies; 
· Include a cultural dimension in all public policies; 
· Promote the idea of culture as the fourth pillar of sustainable development 

The Ontario Cultural Planning Toolkit for Municipalities, published in 2011, also reinforced 
“culture” as a fourth pillar in the definition of Sustainability. 

Many Ontario municipalities have joined municipalities across Canada and internationally in 
embracing culture as a critically important part of an integrated approach to planning for 
sustainability. 

“A long-term plan, developed in consultation with community members that provides direction for 
the community to realize sustainability objectives, must include social, cultural, environmental and 



Pam Sayne – 2014  Page 4 
 

economic objectives.” (Integrated Community Sustainability Planning: A Background Paper, 
Prepared by Prime Minister’s External Advisory on Cities and Communities (September 21-23, 
2005).  

Cultural Planning and Highlands East 

The Cultural Planning Project was undertaken by the Municipality of Highlands East, with the 
support of funding from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. The key goals were to identify 
and leverage resources to address the community’s local development needs and to give members of 
the community an opportunity to give input into establishing priorities for development in 
Highlands East.  

The intention of cultural planning is to support the local community in building an even stronger 
‘sense of place’; to find answers to the question “What is it that makes our community unique and 
how can we build on this to make our community a great place to live, work and visit?” 

The Cultural Plan is intended to complement other municipal plans such as the Highlands East 
Strategic Plan, Highlands East Asset Management Plan and Highlands East Official Plan; augment 
other studies such as the Highlands East Housing Needs Study and Recreational Master Plan for 
Greens Mountain; and contribute to the planning of Municipal Committees (Trails, Environment, 
Economic Development and Business, Recreation and Culture, Housing and Grants). It also 
provides an opportunity for Highlands East connect development strategies with other 
municipalities, tiers of government, community services, businesses, and organizations.  

The Municipality of Highlands East’s Council adopted a strategy for this Cultural Planning Project 
to activate cultural planning in the community as well as identify community cultural assets both 
tangible (e.g. buildings, businesses and organizations, festivals and events, historical sites, natural 
heritage sites etc.) and intangible (e.g. local stories and traditions). In addition to the creation of a 
Cultural Plan the project included the creation a series of on-line maps to make information about 
the community’s cultural assets and points of interest available to the public. 

There was some discussion about whether using terms “culture” and “cultural planning” would be 
useful in engaging the broader community?  It was decided to stick with these terms to reinforce 
that everyone in the community is part of the local culture.    

Background on Cultural Planning and Sustainability 
The term cultural planning is relatively new, coming out of Europe in the 1960s and 1970s as cities and 
towns faced changing economies and demographics. With an eye to sustainable development and 
urban regeneration cultural planning integrated the arts into other aspects of local culture and into 
the daily life of communities. Today, communities around the world are actively engaged in cultural 
planning and nurturing cultural development. 

Two articles in particular provide a Canadian orientation on cultural planning in the context of local 
sustainable development. The first is the work “Is Culture Truly the Fourth Pillar of 
Sustainability???”  written by Gord Hume, (former London (Ontario) City Council member) and 
Robert Tremain. This article highlights how important it is for municipalities to embrace culture and 
local creative solutions if they want to survive the pressures of the global economy. In brief, this 
article emphasizes culture as the building of social capital in turn supporting the resilience of 
community.   

The second work is “The Link Between: Culture and Sustainability in Municipal Planning” by Maria 
Stanborough, of the City of Kelowna, which describes how her community has benefited from the 
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considerations of culture and the ‘value of good’ as opposed to ‘goods’.  Her article suggests that 
culture itself is part of sustainable activity.  She describes how in Kelowna, (a mid-size recreation and 
retirement-oriented community) the focus of development is on the quality of life and the 
interdependence of the infrastructures that create a vibrant community.   

The video ‘The Mondragon Experiment’  filmed in 1980, (available on YouTube) is an interesting 
example  of how a region in Spain incorporated the four pillars of development in planning for the 
sustainability of a community.   

Rural communities can be misunderstood when they are measured through measures of incomes, 
jobs, family household composition, or population growth. These are important factors but they 
give only a partial picture of the community and do not include the underlying supports and cultural 
strengths of the community. These cultural strengths can be measured in the creativity of the local 
members of the community and their ability to work together.can make their community  a dynamic 
place. Cultural planning builds on the creativity of community members and their aspirations.  

A review of the Haliburton County Housing Study (2013), Highlands East Housing Research (2013) 
and the Statistics Canada Community Profile for Highlands East could make one believe that 
Highlands East is simply a poor community.  These reports identify low average incomes, few 
recognized job opportunities, terminated industry, lack of local community and health services, and 
lack of opportunities for youth.  What this data does not reveal is that Highlands East has a self-
reliant, productive society filled with social activities and the interdependence of community 
members.   

The statistics on household income do not show that people produce their own firewood for 
heating, create gardens for food, hunt and fish to fill freezers to provide food throughout the year, 
make maple syrup, exchange resources with other community members and more.  Production for 
self-sufficiency is part of the local cultural heritage in Highlands East.  Local creativity and self-
reliance helps to sustain communities when the external economic forces adversely affect an area.  
When industrial employment disappeared from Highlands East (first mining and then much of the 
forest industry) local residents had to sustain themselves with a self-reliant ‘productive’ economy. 

Depending on how and what one measures, Highlands East could be seen as a much different 
community than what the statistics first reflect. It is the local knowledge of individuals and their 
actions that makes Highlands East a ‘rich’ community. The cultural planning objective is to enable 
and harness local knowledge and resources that can contribute to a richer community for the good 
of all. Cultural Planning is a tool to support sustainable development. 

Defining the Creative Rural Economy  

The knowledge of and ability to produce and to be creative are resources which enrich communities. 
In recent literature this is referred to as the Creative Rural Economy and is discussed by planners 
who recognize that the three pillars of development are not enough to create sustainable community 
development. Culture – the fourth pillar is required. Local creativity – the production that stems 
from local knowledge and resources is an important missing ingredient in previous development 
models. 

The Cultural Plan created for the Minto in 2013 provides an interesting description of the 
uniqueness of the rural economy.  

“We all know that a major shift is underway in the nature of the economy across Ontario 
and beyond. It is a shift away from manufacturing and agriculture as the foundation of many 
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local economies toward a creative economy driven by ideas, innovation, knowledge, 
collaboration and creativity. It is an economy in which people are `paid to think’. 

The idea of the creative rural economy as a driver in rural regeneration and wealth creation is 
being taken up in jurisdictions across Canada and internationally. In 2009 the report Ontario 
in the Creative Age(1), co-authored by Dr. Richard Florida and Dean Roger Martin of the 
Rotman School of Management at the University of Toronto, was commissioned by the 
Premier to establish a new economic vision for Ontario. Ontario in a Creative Age does not 
deal only with urban areas but also draws attention to opportunities for smaller communities 
and rural areas. These opportunities relate to the growing numbers of small and medium-
sized creative businesses responding to new consumer demands for original and local place-
based products and services in the fields of information technology, graphic design, food, 
wine, hospitality - to name a few. The increasing amount of research on the creative rural 
economy makes clear that creative economies take different forms in rural than in urban 
areas and that economic strategies must be adapted to these different circumstances(2).” 

(1) Martin, R and Florida, R. 2009.Ontario in the Creative Age: Toward a New Economic Blueprint, 
Martin Prosperity Institute  

(2) D. Bell and M. Jayne, ― The Creative Countryside: Policy and Practice in the UK Rural 
Cultural Economy, Journal of Rural Studies, 26.3 (2010) cited by Hall, H. (2011). Knowledge 
Synthesis: Harvesting the Rural Creative Economy. Monieson Centre, Queen‘s School of 
Business.)”   

(Excerpt from: Building A Creative Rural Economy, A Cultural Plan for Minto, June 2013) 

 

2. The Planning Process 
 
There is no one model for undertaking cultural planning, but there are important and distinct 
components that need to be addressed. Municipal Cultural Planning involves five phases:  

Start-up 

· Confirm goals and priorities 

· Secure approval by municipal government to undertake cultural planning 

· Convene local municipal staff working group and/steering group for the plan. 

Where Are We Now? 

· Planning context – what are the community’s existing plans and priorities? 
· Cultural mapping – identify the community’s cultural resources 

· Cultural assessment – analyse the cultural resources’ strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats and how they can be connected to the planning context. 

Where Do We Want To Be? 
· Define desired shared future - establish overall vision and strategic direction through 

consultation.  
· Consult and engage with municipal officials and staff 
· Undertake community engagement with relevant stakeholders. This may include cultural 

organizations and businesses, other businesses, academic and community leaders, and 
community residents. 
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How Do We Get There? 

· Draft a cultural plan that outlines the vision, roles and partnerships, strategies and actions. 
Include a strategy to strengthen cultural resources management, a cultural administration and 
governance model (e.g. Culture Department, Cultural Roundtable), and outline a monitoring 
and evaluation plan. 

· Secure municipal approval to adopt the cultural plan. 

How Does Culture Become Part of Our Everyday Business? 

· Ensure ongoing integration of culture in all facets of government planning and decision 
making (e.g. Official Plans, Land Use, Economic Development Strategies, Tourism 
Strategies, Integrated Community Sustainability Plans, etc.) by adopting a cultural lens to all 
government decision making. 

· Ensure that ongoing updating of cultural mapping and cultural plan(s) will continue. 
Adapted from the “Cultural Planning Process” Lambton Municipal Cultural Plan 

The start-up was initiated with the writing of the Project Description for Cultural Planning approved 
by the Municipality of Highlands East.  This was followed by the appointment of a member of 
Municipal Council to chair a Cultural Planning Steering Committee, assembling a Steering 
Committee of community members and municipal staff, appointing a Project Co-ordinator, and 
hiring a Cultural Asset Inventory Coordinator, and a Cultural Planning Facilitator.  In addition a 
researcher was contracted to collect information on the history of mines and the geology of the area 
was also included.   

3. Identify Existing Community Conditions   

The next phase of research identified the community conditions of Highlands East.  This included 
the identification and mapping of tangible and intangible cultural assets.  The assets were 
documented and entered into a Cultural Asset database. (See full description in Addendum attached) 
Over 500 tangible and additional intangible assets were identified and organized for the Cultural 
Asset database.  Data and photographs were also developed into themed ‘Google maps’. Many of 
these have been made accessible on the Highlands East website for public viewing and to support 
navigating the area.  The assets begin to define the existing community conditions. The Cultural 
Assets Inventory & Cultural Mapping Report is included in the attached Addendum.   

Mining was an important past industry in the area of Highlands East and is documented thoroughly 
in the Cultural Assets Inventory.  Some stories were collected from those with first-hand knowledge 
and experience of the mines.  The documentation also identifies the minerals found in Highlands 
East. Information on mining history and minerals are included in the attached report and in the 
collection of Cultural Inventory Assets and Cultural Mapping for Highlands East.  

To further identify and gather existing community conditions, reviews were conducted of the 
Municipal Strategic Plan, the Official Plan, Municipal Council and Committee Minutes, Statistics 
Canada information, and books highlighting the history of the area.  The Cultural Plans of the other 
Municipalities of Haliburton County and Municipalities outside the County were also reviewed along 
with the County of Haliburton Housing Study of February, 2013 and information collected in the 
Highlands East’s Housing Survey, 2013.   

Information was gathered about the theory and practical applications of Cultural Planning.  The 
Cultural Planning Facilitator and the Cultural Asset Inventory Coordinator attended the ‘Rural 
Creative Economy Summit: Prospering in a New Age’, from October 22nd to 24th, 2013 in the 
Town of Minto . The purpose of the summit was to demonstrate how the integration of cultural 
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planning can contribute to successful rural creative business economies. Presenters provided 
examples and discussions on the challenges and successes of cultural planning initiatives in rural 
communities.  These provided context and new ideas for the work in Highlands East.   

The community consultations provided the basis to define how community members see their 
present conditions and resources (assets) and what they would like to see in the future.  This input 
contributed to a description of unique identify and ‘sense of place‘ for Highlands East residents. (See 
survey results.)  

Community consultations identified what people would like to see changed or maintained in the 
future.  Several avenues were used to encourage community engagement and gather community 
understandings.  These methods included a community survey; interviewing community members.  
leaders of organizations, business owners, and people with interests and knowledge of the area; and 
community consultation events.    

The objectives of consultations and community participation included: 

Ø Introduce and provide the community with an initial understanding and purpose of Cultural 
Planning;  

Ø Begin developing the larger implications of cultural planning;  
Ø Gain perspective of changing times and learn from the experience of other communities; 
Ø Seek broader input in highlighting the uniqueness the community through identifying 

existing and potential cultural assets;  
Ø Encourage and strengthen a sense of community among individuals and groups.  

 

4. METHODOLOGY -  Request for Input into the Cultural Plan: 

A call for input into the cultural plan was distributed in several ways.  Postings announcing the 
survey and community meetings went up at library branches, community events, high schools and 
local businesses including tent cards on local restaurant tables.  There were also ads put in three local 
papers, The Highlander, The Haliburton County Echo, and The Bancroft Times, and information 
provided through Canoe FM, the local not-for-profit radio station.  Word of mouth through the 
steering committee members, members of Council and project employees also encouraged 
participation.    

Means of participation included calls of interest received, formal and informal interviews of 
community members, interviews with interest groups or leaders of interest groups, contact with 
seasonal residents, completing the survey, outreach at community events and public forums held for 
community input,.  Research was also undertaken to learn about earlier indigenous cultures of the 
area.  The Curve Lake Cultural Centre staff contributed to this research. This allowed for the 
incorporation of an earlier historical context into the cultural plan. 

As informative data was gathered, major themes emerged.  These themes are identified in the results 
of this report and were used to support the recommendations.   

4.a. Community Survey 

The timing of the cultural planning community survey overlapped a very detailed comprehensive 
housing survey in Highlands East.  In consideration of this concurrent, detailed housing survey it 
was decided to adopt a simpler format for the cultural planning survey using open-ended questions,. 
The survey allowed for participants to describe what was important to them. The themes and 
specific concerns that emerged would help determine direction for the cultural plan. The only pre-
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defined determinants were questions relating to age groups and types of residency in the area.  
Question 3  asked, “What makes Highlands East, Highlands East?” providing consideration for a 
unique sense of place.  Question 4, “What would you like to see in the future for Highlands East?” 
suggesting change and what direction would be favourable.  The final question, “Other Comments?” 
encouraged further thoughts or concerns.  (A copy of the Survey is attached to this Report as 
Addendum C.)   

At the beginning of the Cultural planning process some community leaders identified that the 
competing interests among the pre-amalgamated communities was a challenge. The previous 
governing Municipalities (Glamorgan, Monmouth, Cardiff and Bicroft) and their associated hamlets 
were specifically not identified as distinct areas of representation in the survey.  Regional differences, 
important to community members, could be ascertained and weighed through the responses of 
participants in open ended questions. 

The community survey was made available on-line through the Municipality’s website.  Hard copies 
of the survey were also provided at community events, handed out in the community-at-large and 
made available at the Municipal Office for completion.  The Wilberforce Elementary school had all 
of the students complete the survey.  The survey was to be promoted through a youth member as 
well as the other members of the steering committee through social media and e-mails. Without a 
complete or updated list of Cottage Associations, this outreach area was not as thorough as desired 
in reaching the seasonal population.  Internet searches and telephone calls located some 
Associations. The Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) was asked to distribute 
the survey link through their list of memberships in the area.  Community leaders were specifically 
asked to complete the survey as well.  

The U-Links Centre for Community Based Research hosted the web based survey and provided the 
final survey input raw data. The Highlands East Housing Survey was also used to inform cultural 
planning recommendations.  

4.b. Interviewing Stakeholders of Organizations, Businesses & Social Agents 

Over 55 people were interviewed formally and informally in addition to those who were participants 
in the community visioning sessions and survey participants.  Interviewees were randomly selected 
through a word of mouth snowball method and randomly identified when visiting areas and events 
throughout the Highlands East area.  Telephone interviews of individuals with cottages in the area 
were also conducted. Interviewees included known leaders in the community, business owners, 
retailers, cottagers, attendees of community events, special interest group members, long-time 
residents, newcomers to the area, social workers, visitors shopping in the area, employed and 
unemployed people, retired people, people looking for work and labourers.       

The interviews were semi-structured to allow the exploration of interviewees’ general views leading 
to follow-up questions that would inform cultural planning.    

The Interviews generated insight into the collective strengths and challenges for Cultural Planning.   

4.c. Community Visioning Session Consultations 

Two community visioning sessions were held. One was held in Wilberforce on November 21st, 
2013, (49 participants attended). Participants were from the hamlets of Gooderham, Irondale, Tory 
Hill, Highland Grove, Harcourt, and Cheddar areas. A second session was held on January 9th, 2014 
in Cardiff, (15 participants attended). Most participants were from the Cardiff area.  
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The Cultural Mapping Inventory, completed by the Cultural Assets Inventory Co-ordinator, was 
graphically displayed with maps on tables and lists of the hundreds of assets identified. Participants 
were invited to add cultural assets to the maps and lists.  Those new to the area and those with 
generational roots in the area expressed an appreciation of the local history.   

Attendees were also asked to place a sticker on a large map of Highlands East and the surrounding 
area to identify where they lived..  These activities promoted conversations and the making of new 
acquaintances. Each participant was provided with a four – sided wooden stakes, onto which they 
wrote Highlands East, confirming they were stakeholders of the Municipality of Highlands East.   

The community visioning sessions were designed to address three objectives.  

The first objective was to promote the knowledge and skills of individuals as the cornerstone of the 
creative rural community.  Each individual was encouraged to tell their story adding to their position 
as a stakeholder in the community.   Individuals introduced themselves, talked about where they 
lived and shared their interests and ties to the area. Their contributions added to a revelation of the 
local integrated infrastructure of social and organizational community resources and broader sense 
of community.   

There were participants who had a generational relationship to the Highlands East area. Some only 
lived in the area for a few months. Some participants were from single member households, retired 
member households and households with dependent children. There were business owners (retail 
and service oriented), artists, historians, and volunteers of the community organizations represented.  
Community organizations included the Arts Council, the County Libraries of Haliburton County, 
Haliburton County Development Corporation, and management of local non-profit housing, 
Municipal staff, and members of Council along with volunteers of Committee of Council.  Also 
attending were members of the Loop Troupe local theatre group, volunteers with the historical 
Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost,  All were attentive to the growing sense of community in sharing 
their stories, how they came to live here and their knowledge of the area.   

The second objective was to identify specific community resources and address challenges to 
development with proposed solutions. 

 The initial challenge identified at the start of the Cultural Planning Project -- competing resources 
among the amalgamated population centres (Cardiff, Gooderham, Tory Hill, Highland Grove and 
Wilberforce ) -- was addressed within the design of the session.  

At the November visioning session, participants were first encouraged to sit at tables labeled 
according to the geographical areas identified by pre-amalgamation.  Many were already 
acquaintances in these groups. Though there was an ”Other Areas” category for those neighbouring 
Highlands East, participants quickly renamed “Other” to Irondale and Harcourt, demonstrating  
that participants were taking charge of their sense of place and identity. Those from Cheddar Road 
adopted Highland Grove as their regional identity.  Though Irondale is part of the Township of 
Minden Hills and Harcourt is part of the Municipality of Dysart et al, the overlapping interests, 
history and geography conveys the development interests of Highlands East.   

To recognize the importance of co-operation in supporting each area’s initiatives, the table signs 
identifying hamlets were flipped over to reveal that all were labelled ‘Highlands East’.  This signified 
an environment of all for one and one for all.  Mutual support and community building is an 
important element in cultural planning and development. 

The formal session incorporated the use of metaphor to address the individual identity of 
participants as stakeholders and the importance of recognizing differences and commonalities.   
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The wooden stakes, written on by each participant, affirmed they were stakeholders in Highlands 
East.  Their geographical area was recognized by writing Wilberforce, Tory Hill, Highland Grove, 
Gooderham, Cardiff, Harcourt, Irondale, and Cheddar on their stake.  Participant’s key words of 
interests were also written on their stake as inspired through the group questions and discussions.  
Their stake in Highlands East was metaphorical but literally used as part of the data from the 
visioning session.   

The input of the meeting recorded on group notes and stakes is included in the Theme Frequency 
graphs later in the results of this report. Highlights include a range of indoor and outdoor sports and 
recreational activities, business endeavours, options to share information and resources between the 
communities, and the enjoyment of peace and quiet and the night skies.  

At both of the Visioning Sessions, two key tasks were discussed in groups and reported back to the 
main group by their designated scribes. The first task was: “Discuss how you would describe your 
community to someone from away, including a unique local asset(s) in the area”, and; The second 
was: “Choose a unique local asset discussed in the first meeting group and talk about the resources, 
networks and strategies that could contribute to a successful cultural development initiative.”  
Participants were asked to consider local knowledge and skills, resources, as well as public/private 
partnerships.  Both sessions followed a reporting back of their group discussions to all of the 
planning session participants.   

Pride was expressed in local historical buildings including the Old School Building in Highland 
Grove, hosting the historical archives, to the plans in renovations of the Barr General Store in 
Gooderham, the historic building now the Artech show case of glass works in Tory Hill, the 
historical and active Church in Essonville and in Irondale, the ghost towns - products of the old 
railway lines -  and the Cheddar area, the Pusey house as the first cottage in Haliburton, displays of 
the old logging and mining industries and the train mural in Wilberforce.  (Note that the train mural 
is painted in a way that no matter where you stand the train is coming towards you.) 

Local production was recognized including the quilters, maple syrup production, local seasonal 
foods and gardens, minerals, art and art tours, local theatre, hunting and fishing, local recipes, 
writing, music, firewood for heating homes, naturalist education, and home grown hobbies and 
social activities such as talent nights, dances, flash mobs and street parties.  Most of these same areas 
of production are reflected in the area’s history.  

There was a desire expressed for a food fair to be held twice a year, Spring/June and 
Fall/September.   

The development of trails was emphasised not just for tourism and recreation but as off road 
transportation routes between the various hamlets of Highlands East. There was interest in having 
the trails link the historical sites of the area.  Included in transportation was the desire to have maps 
distributed of walking and cycling trails related to visiting historical sites. There was recognition of 
the large number of motorcyclists visiting the area and a need to promote a driving tour.  (Note that 
this observation was likely a result of the Ontario Highlands Tourism Organization (OHTO) 
promotion of the Loop Road as a motor cycle route).  Recognition of limited local places to stay was 
highlighted. Better marketing of the bed and breakfasts in the area and the value of expanding the 
camping experience in the area was recognized.  

The participants suggested a food fair with local farmer’s products and local food canners that 
would move from location to location twice a year throughout the area. Changing locations could 
highlight the history and assets of the various locations. The food fair could include a pre-planned 
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lunch or dinner; local artists on display; local business services highlighted; and the history and 
heritage of the area.  The Food Fair was identified as a way to create knowledge of local resources 
and a stronger sense of the local community.  The initiative was seen as a way to bring full time and 
seasonal residents together.  Recognizing that cottagers play a role in generating the local economy, 
an opportunity to expand their knowledge of the area and its resources was identified. 

There was also an appreciation expressed by participants for the Cultural Planning Project to use 
social and business affiliations in cultural planning as opposed to the imposed municipal boundary 
lines.  One participant expressed that a sense of community was fellowship and spiritual in nature.  

The development of trails in Highlands East received strong support in the community visioning 
sessions and was seen by participants to serve many functions. The trails are not seen solely as a 
tourism initiative.  The trails form a network for the small communities. This includes the 
communities of Irondale, Harcourt Park and Paudash.  The trails are seen as a way to get to and 
from the areas of Gooderham, Wilberforce, Tory Hill, Highland Grove and Cardiff. Special 
attention was encouraged to link all the major locations in the design of the trail system. Trails 
development was identified as an important part of community identity and community building. 
Participants named the many potential enjoyments of trails including alternative off road routes to 
destinations, horseback riding, snowmobiling, ATVs, walking, running, cross country skiing, etc.  
Special events were suggested to get people familiar with the trails and present options for getting 
between communities.   

There was concern that having events in Highlands East would be dampened by the lack of hotels 
or places to stay in the area. It was also identified that lodges are not as successful as they have been 
in the past.  Market research and business planning is required to address accommodations needed.   

It was suggested that it may be less risky to invest in the infrastructure of a seasonal camping 
(tenting and trailering) resort and the special amenities that are often associated these areas. 
Participants joked that this “could make the snow birds in Florida come back to Canada in the 
warmer weather and be known as the loons, Locators of Ontario’s New Surprises - LOONS”.  

The third objective was to convey a better understanding of cultural planning and begin building the 
leadership skills required for successful initiatives. This was accomplished through the working 
groups, encouraging community participation and leadership skills through dialogue, expressing 
ideas and reporting those ideas back to the larger group.   

Short videos were interwoven with the visioning sessions to demonstrate cultural planning methods 
and practices. The videos exemplified cultural planning in action.  Through the observation of other 
successful community processes and projects, the visioning session process could easily reflect on 
the local similarities and differences of other regions embarking on cultural planning.  Comparisons 
provide an aid in developing an awareness of what may be taken for granted in our everyday 
environment.   

At the end of the visioning sessions, stakes, written on by participants, were added to a log cabin-like 
structure, forming one structure with all regions and ideas. The notes from the working groups were 
also dropped into the structure adding the records of the community visioning session. The 
structure created at the November visioning session in Wilberforce was added to by the January 9th 
visioning session participants.  This metaphorically demonstrated to participants at the Cardiff 
session that they were part of the larger community - Highlands East.   
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Many people remained after the session to talk. Many exchanged phone numbers during and after 
the sessions encouraging ongoing networking.  Additions to cultural mapping continued as people 
said what a good event it was - better than expected, they really enjoyed themselves. 

In addition, there was a sense of ownership of the property demonstrated as participants put all the 
tables and chairs away and helped with the kitchen clean up.   

Team work and taking charge of what must be done, appeared to motivate a sense of belonging: it is 
their community and their community centre.   

The power of this volunteer spirit, people working together out of the motivation for community 
needs to be acknowledged. 

Participants expressed a better sense of cultural planning. The three objectives were accomplished, 
exemplifying community members’ creative group problem solving and commitment to cultural 
planning advancements.   

5. The Community Identity – A Sense of Place – A Vision for the Future 

5.a. Brief Community Description  

A description of Highlands East both recent and historical can be found in many published books, 
documents and research initiatives. Publications are noted in the Cultural Inventory Assets collected 
during this project.  A community profile is also included in the “Project Description – Municipal 
Cultural Planning Project” proposal initiating this report.  

The County of Haliburton Housing Study of February 2013, describes Highlands East with 1,493 
households or 19.6% of the County households.  The average household income is reported at 
$47,161 and median income of $38,491 in 2005. Twenty eight point five percent (28.5%) are one-
person households.  The report continues that there are 2,982 seasonal dwellings in the Municipality 
and 1,580 primary dwellings in 2012 with an average housing price of $156,620. There are at least 5 
recognized settlement areas including Wilberforce (originally Pusey), Tory Hill, Gooderham, Cardiff 
and Highland Grove. Adjacent communities with larger retail and commercial development are 
about a 25 minute drive from most locations. The Municipality of Highlands East Strategic Plan 
provides a good overview description of Highlands East. It is not repeated here but recommended 
as an important reference describing the community.   

Discussions about local history of Highlands East often focus on the mining and lumber industries 
and the building of the railroad. The infrastructure of communities and culture during the pre-
colonial times is less documented or understood.  Aboriginal tribes of the Algonquin, Iroquois and 
Huron lived in the areas.  As the competition grew and beaver became scarce in the 1600s, conflict 
between tribes and Europeans led to annihilation of peoples.  Cultural assets and knowledge of this 
historical time are protected by elders. Archaeological findings have been reported by community 
members in the area.   

Also, historical recordings of indigenous cultures and their social networks, economics of exchange 
and relationship with the land are not easily accessible. The paradox of the search for indigenous 
heritage is that the Treaty systems displaced indigenous peoples from their traditional land use.  
Stories of First Nations peoples in conflict with European settlers along with the stories of 
European settlers claiming they owe their very survival to the indigenous teachings, are not 
commonly reflected upon today.  Many stories of the past relationships of people to the land are 
protected and revered by indigenous Elders (from Curve Lake consultations). 
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In Aboriginal History in Ontario’s Cottage Country, Thomas Peace identifies that aboriginal peoples are 
absent from general discussion of Muskoka’s (and much of cottage country’s) past.  “Though it is 
changing, many of cottage country’s local museums, community websites and history books focus 
on the arrival of Europeans and creation of the towns with which we are familiar today, leaving the 
discussion of Native people to a short handful of sentences to mark what took place before 
Europeans arrived.” 

Community members and naturalists of Highlands East discuss the importance of keeping the 
artifacts and location of native history from public sites to avoid the pilfering and re-selling these 
historical relics of the area.  The advisors at the Curve Lake Cultural Centre expressed the same 
concerns as well as concerns about the destruction of ancestral burial sites along waterways and 
neglect in assuring found sites are reported to the Ministry of Culture and documented with a 
Borden Code.       

The limited documentation, reviewed at Curve Lake Cultural Centre, of these early histories appears 
to highlight what we are today referring to as the four pillars of sustainable development – social, 
cultural, economics and the environment, with the addition of education.  The complexity of the 
relationships and governances among the various indigenous groups requires in-depth consideration 
when acknowledging the cultural belongings and stories.  

Certainly the indigenous influence and cultural patterns, for example, hunting and fishing season, 
seasonal crops, maple syrup production and even settling at the waterfronts during the summer 
months (e.g. cottaging) is still reflected in the activities celebrated in Highlands East.   

The Communities, Population Changes and Present Ages  

Below is a 1946 map identifying the geographical township boundaries for Glamorgan, Cardiff and 
Monmouth.  Bicroft was created by 1961 within the area of Cardiff responding to the mining 
communities and ownership. Special housing was created for the miners which is now a quaint 
Cardiff neighbourhood of families and retirees. The chart below shows the populations in these 
settlement areas as provided by Statistics Canada data.  
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5.b. Population Trends from 1921 to 2011 

 
Geographically 
Defined Highlands 
East Population 
Changes                              

  1921 1931 1941 1951 1956 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1996 2001 2006 2011 

Bicroft . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  881 445 595 640 731         

Cardiff 553 504 520 443 613 516 389 415 496 528         

Glamorgan 502 453 398 410 443 412 372 445 526 518         

Monmouth 663 528 582 581 681 660 537 630 702 719         

Currently Highlands 
East 1718 1485 1500 1434 1737 2469 1743 2085 2364 2496 2198 3022 3089 3249 

 %  of change   -14%  1%  -4%  17%  30%  -29%  16%  12%  5%  -12%  27%  2%  5%  

 

Population statistics in the above chart demonstrate changes of population in Highlands East from 
1921, to 2011.  The large percentage increase and then decrease in population between 1951 and 
1966 appears to coincide with the opening and closing of the uranium mining operations and the 
decrease between 1981-1996 appears to coincide with the closing of the Martin’s Mill in Harcourt.  
Regardless of industry coming and going, the population is increasing overall.  From 1951 to 2011 
there was an increase  of 126.57% in the Highlands East population.  In comparison, Ontario’ 
population increase between the same years was 179.54%.  

Even though the population of Highlands East is currently growing at approximately the same rate 
as the rest of the province there are a number of demographic trends which are important 
considerations for planning.  The following information is from Statistics Canada, 2011. 

The overall number of children in Highlands East is decreasing and represent a much lower 
percentage of the population compared to all of Ontario.    

 
Children 0-9 

Ages 
Highlands 

East % 
Haliburton 

County % Ontario % 

0-9 205 6.31% 1,105 6.48% 1,417,015 11.03% 
 
Children and Youth – 10-19 

Ages 
Highlands 
East % 

Haliburton 
County  % Ontario % 

10-19 270 8.31% 1550 9.10% 1627390 12.66% 
 

The number of adults between the ages of 20 and 39 represent only 14% of the Highlands East 
population compared to 26% for all of Ontario.  This reflects the lower percentage of children in 
the population and also the out-migration of youth.  

Adults 20-39 

Ages 
Highlands 

East % 
Haliburton 

County % Ontario % 

20-39 445 13.69% 2530 14.85% 3312730 25.78% 
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The number of adults ages 55 and older represent 48% of the population compared with 27% for 
the whole province. 

Adults 55 -85+ 

Ages 
Highlands 

East % 
Haliburton 

County  % Ontario % 

55-85+ 1555 47.85% 8215 48.21% 3508600 27.30% 
 

The median age in Highlands East in 2011 was of 54.1 compared to a median age of 40.4 in Ontario.  

Ages Highlands 

East 

%   Haliburton 

County  

%  Ontario % 

0-4 85 2.62%   515 3.02%  704,260 5.48% 

5-9 120 3.69%   590 3.46%  712,755 5.55% 

10-14 115 3.54%   685 4.02%  763,755 5.94% 

15-19 155 4.77%   865 5.08%  863,635 6.72% 

20-24 120 3.69%   740 4.34%  852,910 6.64% 

25-29 110 3.38%   600 3.52%  815,120 6.34% 

30-34 90 2.77%   545 3.20%  800,365 6.23% 

35-39 125 3.85%   645 3.79%  844,335 6.57% 

40-44 175 5.38%   820 4.81%  924,075 7.19% 

45-49 260 8.00%   1230 7.22%  1,055,880 8.22% 

50-54 340 10.46%   1585 9.30%  1,006,140 7.83% 

55-59 335 10.31%   1635 9.60%  864,620 6.73% 

60-64 315 9.69%   1825 10.71%  765,655 5.96% 

65-69 295 9.08%   1565 9.18%  563,485 4.38% 

70=74 245 7.54%   1205 7.07%  440,780 3.43% 

75-79 170 5.23%   950 5.58%  356,150 2.77% 

80-84 125 3.85%   600 3.52%  271,510 2.11% 

85 + 70 2.15%   435 2.55%  246,400 1.92% 

Total 3,250 100.00%   17,040 100.00%  12,851,830 100.00% 

 

Consideration can focus on what age groups may need to be attracted to the area for particular 
projects or determining what type of industry and size of industry is best attracted to the area.  

5.c. Community Cultural Survey   

Review of the community Cultural Survey results and input from the two community visioning 
sessions identified the emergence of repeated themes.  There were 21 main themes identified. They 
are listed below.  
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   Major Themes    
Natural  Environment   Transportation     Small Business     

Built Environment    People                      Spiritual / Peaceful    

Sports and Recreation   History (Stories)    Communications            

Performing Arts   Production              Education           

Arts     Trails                       Food         

Social Activities     Tourism                   Administration          

Community Events     Public Service                  Employment 

 
5.d. Highlands East Cultural Planning Community Survey Results 

The following are the results of the Cultural Planning Survey in graphic form.   

Question 1:  
Are you a Full-time resident of Highlands East, Part-time resident of Highlands East, 
Visitor, Other (i.e. Business Owner in Highlands East). 

  

Residency Status     # 

Full-Time resident of H.E. 77.00 

Part-T ime resident of H.E. 13.00 

Visitor 10.00 

Other (i.e. business owner) 7.00 
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Question 2: What is your age group?  0 – 18, 19 – 29, 30- 59, 60 – 75, 76 +.  
 

  

Ages Frequency 

0-18 55.00 

30-59 25.00 

60-75 21 

76 plus 3.00 

19-29 2.00 
 

 
 

The number of school age responses was high with the assistance of the Wilberforce Elementary 

School input. Responding to the aspirations and supporting the development of young members of 

the population is very important to the future of Highlands East.  The student participation and 

supportive school administration in community projects are, and will be an important asset in 

Highlands East’s creative economy.  Seniors discuss the importance of youth in community 

activities. Bridging generations needs to include the organizational affiliations of the youngest to 

oldest members of the community.  Fostering youth involvement as they gradually take ownership 

of the future is a challenge not to be disregarded or underestimated.  The commonality of interests 

of the very young (in blue on graph) compared to the older members of the community (in red on 
graph) was confirmation that the strongest attributes of Highlands East are intergenerational. Note 

that the open ended survey meant that response would apply to more than one theme. Older 

populations were more likely to include multiple themes in a response.  

Question 3: What makes Highlands East, Highlands East?  

Highlands East is the natural environment.  According to the high response rate to this open ended 
descriptive question this is what makes Highlands East, Highlands East  and is what draws people to 

Highlands East.  It is clear looking at the frequencies that respondents are generally focused on the 

positive attributes of nature, sports and recreation and the people.  These are key attributes 
supporting a healthy community. The natural environment, the active nature of individuals and the 

supportive relationships among community members is distinctive in Highlands East.   
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Question 4: What would you like to see in the future for Highlands East? 

Question 4 considers the desire for future changes in Highlands East, prioritizes the creative 

economy. The highest response rate favouring Small Business indicates a desire to grow the local 

economy.  Increased job opportunities and more services were identified needs.  The requests for 

toy stores and a Walmart, included in the business category, were driven by the under 18 responses 

to the survey.  The creation of more and larger retail stores is a common development progression 
for communities reflecting changes from a more productive culture to a more consumer culture.  If 

commercialism grows and more variety of goods is desired, future planning questions may be: will 

online shopping or large box stores be in the distant future?  
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Themes 0 - 18 all ages 

Administrative  10 33.00 

Arts  7.00 

Built Environment 30 29.00 
Business 
Developments 35 87.00 

Communications  18.00 

Community Events 2 15.00 

Education 1 13.00 

Food 1 9.00 

History 1 6.00 

Employment  12.00 

Natural Environment  4.00 

People 7 18.00 

Performing Arts 3 15.00 

Production  4.00 

Public Services 2 26.00 

Social Activities 4 37.00 

Spiritual Peace  0.00 

Sports and Recreation 23 51.00 

Tourism 3 23.00 

Trails 4 12.00 

Transportation  14.00 
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Question 5: Other Comments.  

Respondents to Question 5 - Other comments, identified a need for improved communications as a 
higher priority. This included relaying information about the community and better internet 
technology.    

 

Themes 0-18 all ages 

Administrative   11.00 

Arts  1.00 

Built Environment 1 3.00 

Business development 3 19.00 

Communications  10.00 

Community Events  6.00 

Education  2.00 

Food 1 4.00 

History  3.00 

Employment 1 7.00 

Natural Environment  4.00 

People 1 16.00 

Performing Arts 1 3.00 

Production  0.00 

Public Services  2.00 

Social Activities 1 4.00 

Spiritual Peace 1 1.00 

Sports and Recreation 2.00 

Tourism  6.00 

Trails  1.00 

Transportation  0.00 
 
 

A comparison of 3, 4, and 5 Survey Questions is below.   

The Graph below compares the frequency of themes comparing question 3, (Blue) how they 
presently see and define Highlands East to question 4 (Red) what they would like to see in terms of 
future changes and question 5 (Green)  are other after-thoughts  not focused on in the previous 
questions.  Interpreting the graph, the natural environment is the most important attribute for a 
sense of place in Highlands East, second are the people along with sports and recreation. Changes 
that people would like were first, the development of businesses, often related to potential jobs and 
the creation of recreational facilities including i.e. a movie theatre, a pool, more parks and skate 
board park. This is followed by even more sports and recreation. Sports and recreation is 
accompanied by more social activities, the built environment and public services.  
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The built environment theme overlapped with businesses and included improvements to existing 
buildings and to housing requirements including seniors housing. Social activities referred to past 
events that could no longer be sustained by volunteers including community dances. Social activities 
also included the desire for gathering locations where members of the community could just “hang 
out” with peers.  This was an identified issue for dependent aged youth to seniors.  

 

 

Survey Question 3 = What makes Highlands East - Highlands East? 
Survey Question 4 = What would you like to see in the future for Highlands East? 
Survey Question 5 = Other Comments?   
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5.e. Theme Frequency of November 21, 2013, Wilberforce Community Visioning Session 

The first table and chart below represent the frequency of common themes at the Wilberforce 
Community Visioning Session: frequency is based on data collected from the group notes and 
individual’s wooden stakes. 

 

Nov 21/13 Stakeholders
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Themes Amount 

Natural Env ironment 75.00 
History  39.00 
Sports 38.00 
People 33.00 
Small Business 17.00 
Built Environment 16.00 
Trails 14.00 
Tourism 12.00 
Spiritual Peace 11.00 
Social Activ ities 9.00 
Community  Events 9.00 
Performing Arts 6.00 
Public Services 5.00 
Food 5.00 
Arts 3.00 
Education 3.00 
Transportation 2.00 
Zoning 2.00 
Administrativ e  2.00 
Production 1.00 
Communications 1.00 
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5.f. Theme Frequency of January 9, 2014, Cardiff Community Visioning Session 
 

 
 Themes # 

Natural Env ironment 13.00 

Community  Events 10.00 

People 8.00 

Performing Arts 7.00 

Built Environment 6.00 

Social Activ ities 6.00 

Arts 4.00 

Sports and Recreation 3.00 

Public Services 3.00 

Production 2.00 

Education 2.00 

Food 2.00 

Communications 2.00 

Spiritual Peace 1.00 

Small Business 1.00 

Trails 1.00 

Transportation 1.00 

History  1.00 

Zoning 1.00 
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6. Highlights of the Culture and the Creative Economy: Linking Community Needs and 

Assets 

Reviewing the surveys, community interviews and information from the visioning sessions, there are 
many local creative initiatives in progress or being conceptualized by community members.  

The discussion of some major themes such as trail development is not broadly discussed in this plan. 
Trail development is a well-developed standing initiative under a Committee of Council.  Other 
initiatives under Committee of Council are also well established with community input. The 
priorities identified through repeated themes in the survey and consultation sessions suggest that 
cultural planning is well underway with the support of Municipal Council.  The ideas and aspirations 
discussed below do not detail the full richness of activities and aspirations, small and large, but do 
present highlights and some rationale for priorities.   

Although Highlands East has a small population, the creative activity is growing as demonstrated by 
the number of community-based groups leading projects.  The projects extend from fund raising to 
support youth in sport, to raising money for the new library furnishings, to historical archiving and 
research, to building a community band stand, to the Algonquin Gateways Business Association 
planning an event to support local business, the arts incorporating local public and private initiatives. 
As people network to address common interests the infrastructure grows. These initiatives are 
grassroots lead, building on the community assets and a strong sense of belonging. The success of 
these projects, local social events and sports activities depends on local business, local volunteers, 
donations, funding proposals and support from the Municipality.   Local business and individuals 
are very conservative, if not shy, in letting their past financial contributions and volunteer time to 
community projects and activities known. This understating of contributions by community 
members who are able to give flattens the economic stratification of community members providing 
a sense of equity in among all members. People appear to give because they care not for the 
notoriety. These contributions are examples of the growing social capital of a well-intended 
community.    

 

                     
 

Natural Environment 

Driving through Highlands East, with 758 square kilometres of lakes, rock formations and forests 
dominating the view, passersby would not readily be aware of the interconnectedness and 
infrastructure of community and services.  
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Getting off the road and exploring trails or paddling your canoe through crown lands or Silent Lake 
Provincial Park you experience what some rural areas in Ontario only have in memory: vast natural 
landscapes, clean water, fresh air, and wildlife.  

There are many initiatives underway supporting the enjoyment and preservation of the natural 
environment. The geological assets of the area were often referred to in the community 
consultations. This included specimen collection as well 
as conservation and preservation of rock formations 
through education, research, art and tourism. There was 
some concern expressed that focusing on the collection 
of mineral specimens could damage the environment 
over time and may not be sustainable.   

The allocation of two staked claims by the Municipality 
of Highlands East can balance the concern of leaving 
the environment as it is for preservation and the 
potential to remove some minerals as souvenirs in 
promoting geo-tourism to the area.   Local experts 
describe the geological formations of Highlands East and their mineral content as like no others in 
Canada. A Royal Ontario Museum tour reported that “Highlands East had the best tour they had 
ever been on”.  Some local environmentalists not only see that there is a responsibility to preserve 
the unique finds, but geology research and controlled ‘rock-hounding’ is a major financial asset for 
the community.  

Owners of the Greenmantle Farms in Highlands East described a band of rock that extends from 
Labrador to the Gulf of Mexico that was a mountain range 
about 1 billion years ago.  Several geology hikes are 
coordinated through the Highlands East area. Informal 
educational tours of the rare minerals and the environment 
associated with findings are important to understanding the 
local assets.  Mineral exploration is a developing industry in 
Highlands East and builds on local expertise, promoting 
eco-tourism, enhanced through artist representations; 
inspires youth to appreciate their environment; and 
supports an educational model that appreciates 
environmental protection.  Both private and public lands in 

the area make up unique geological explorations. 
Private-public partnerships are important to maintain 
the environmental assets and health of the area.  

Community members discussed the enjoyment of 
trails, walks through the woods, many outdoor 
sporting activities and seeing the night skies. The 
local economy is reliant on the natural environment. 
As one community economic development leader 
phrased it, “If we do not have the environment, we 
have nothing.” 

Some year round residents expressed concern about 
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lack of access to lakes that are not surrounded by Crown Land. Consideration of water access points 
could become part of planning and zoning considerations. 

Built Environment 

The ‘built environment’ encompasses many purposes (e.g. residential, retail, parks, sports and 
recreation and public service infrastructure).  . 

Public service buildings include community buildings in all of the historical hamlets of Highlands 
East. These structures are used and identified by community members as important focal points for 
social activities, heritage, resources and sense of community belonging. The public buildings are 
critical to community, identified as the location for local major events and recreation. It was 
identified that some of the public buildings are not meeting their capacity in potential use. There is 
an opportunity to add services and social opportunities to the community and increase the use of the 
buildings and maximize the potential of these important community resources.   

At the present time libraries and the legion in Wilberforce serve as social gathering points. The 
design and schedules of the smaller library branches and community buildings are presently not 
conducive to “hanging out” with peers.  There is potential with the new library to provide more of a 
central community space that is staffed. 

New construction and the preservation of historical buildings contribute to the area’s culture. The 
planned construction of the band stand in Gooderham is an example of grassroots community 
effort, starting small, changing social patterns, becoming part of community growth and culture. The 
grassroots initiative of the Irondale Historical Society and their work in the preservation of the 
Irondale church demonstrates another example of people gathering around the built environment.  
The Essonville Church, the first church built in Monmouth, has been restored and is maintained 
thanks to generous donations of time and finances from today's community. The newly built library 
in Wilberforce, by the Fleming College Sustainable Building Design and Construction Program 
students, is an inspiring education in itself for potential options for the built environment.  The 
innovative construction promotes awareness sustainable building practices.  The structure can 
inspire other innovations in building technology, again fostering the creative rural economy. 
Ongoing maintenance for community buildings is vital. The current development of the 
municipality’s asset management plan should support this effort.    

Maintaining secure and affordable housing in the community is a stress factor for a number of 
families and seniors. Local housing studies indicate that housing costs are lower in Highlands East. 
However increases in utility costs and living expense increases are a challenge for low income and 
fixed income households. It was reported that low income families with children find that the costs 
of transportation to support their children’s activities compete with other necessary household 
expenses.  

Anxiety about moving in later years, due to the lack of good affordable housing, limited local 
medical and social support services, and a dread of leaving the community they know and enjoy is a 
concern expressed by some members of the aging senior population.  Housing for the aging 
population, designed and built to incorporate the natural views, privacy and yet providing social 
involvement, access to health services and shopping, and affordability was identified as important 
concerns in conversations with residents.   A business plan is required and a design created to 
provide seniors with options for staying in the community. 

The built environment also includes residential housing and the need for senior housing. Interest in 
increasing public services included local medical services and support for more public parks, and Wi-
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Fi access.  Many existing assets may simply need better co-ordination and design to fit the identified 
community needs.  

The expressed desire for places to “hang out” identifies the need to create opportunities for people 
of all ages to gather and socialize..  Creating stronger social networks leads to more innovation. 
Organizing communities and re-organizing routines of community members is challenge. The 
solution will likely be most successful with small steps towards change.   

Paul Born, author of the ‘Deepening Community’, identifies the need for such places to support the 
collective altruism of communities.  He explains the importance of developing strong social 
relationships to find creative solutions to problems (i.e. the economy) that are greater than our-
selves by working together.   

Dr. Ken Coates, keynote speaker at the Minto Conference (October 2013) recognized the necessity 
of a critical mass to support rural communities and that a neighbour’s success is everyone’s success. 
Stressing that the small town strategy to promote that sense of belonging, he also suggests strategies 
for working thru the youth to keep them engaged locally.  Places to “hang out”, create with others, is 
a major part of this strategy.  Borrowing from the late Don Fevreau, who started Montage Real 
Estate in the area, “it is the bringing together of People and Places.”     

Small Business  

Rural economies are in transition.  Tourism, large industry and retail growth for example, are all 
reliant on consumerism and affected by larger shifts in external economies.  There is a recognition 
and trend towards self-reliance of rural communities to cushion the effects of external economic 
forces.  The need for knowledge-based economies and economies supported by social capital and 
local resources (assets) are a growing trend in Ontario. This approach is taken out of necessity to 
strive for the sustainability of rural economies.  Local interdependence and co-operation is 
understood as necessary for sustainability.   

The term often used for this trend is the ‘creative rural economy’.  The creative rural economy is 
based on local assets and local knowledge and greater independence from the fluctuation of tourism, 
changing markets driving export productions (mining would be an example of this). A new rural 
economy model is being developed. Cultural Planning initiatives are playing an important role to 
foster the new rural economies for sustainable development.  

The Algonquin Gateway Business Association is organized and preparing community events to 
communicate what businesses there are in the area along with community groups and entertainment. 
The event is expected to be an annual activity. This initiative embodies elements of cultural 
planning, community based resources and networking. It has the potential to generate more 
attention and knowledge of local assets. There can be opportunities generated from the event not 
just for existing businesses but for new businesses, the creative local economy. 

Many community members are wanting for industry to come to the area to create local jobs.  They 
believe the lure of more affordable properties and lower cost of living would be a positive attraction 
for industrial investments.   There are some case examples of light industry moving to Haliburton 
County, such as Heat Line, that have low environmental impact and promote environment saving 
technology. It is also possible for local entrepreneurs to develop a plan for production and create 
employment opportunities.   
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People  

The topic of people relates to families, social structures and interactions and a sense of community.  
Community consultation participants expressed a concern that populations are shrinking and that 
smaller communities are disappearing.  Although overall the population is increasing in Highlands 
East, there has been a decrease in young families and school age children. There is concern by some 
community members of the diminishment of dispersed services and infrastructure that contributes 
to a sense of community and well-being in the smaller hamlets. These concerns have an impact on 
the people’s sense of community and sense of place. There was concern expressed by some  
community members that decision-making regarding community infrastructure and resources may 
not include the local community members.  At the same time the support for all the hamlets was 
realized as necessary to reflect the needs of the area.  Support was expressed for the rotating the 
location of some community events in Highlands East.  

Volunteers remain an integral part of the social and cultural infrastructure that drives community 
activities in rural areas. Concern was expressed by some community leaders that there are fewer 
volunteers to maintain regular social activities, supportive services, and recreational activities as the 
population mean age grows higher. Without an increasing contribution from the younger generation, 
the maintenance of local social activities is challenged. There was concern identified by some older 
members of the community that some activities once carried out by volunteers are being replaced by 
paid workers (e.g. taking on the stewardship of public services, resources and activities). This is part 
of changing times but is also important for consideration in the involvement of volunteers in 
community activities and when policy or organizational models change. 

Socialization is changing with the growth of web based communications along with seasonal 
population changes.  The expansion of electronic communications (e.g. e-mails, blogs, tweets) and 
electronic socialization (e.g. Facebook, LinkedIn,) could be an obstacle or an asset to inter-
generational connections.  As the means of communication changes so does the culture.  The means 
to pass along the knowledge and skills to organize and support social events and activities may be 
changing. Changing patterns of communication due to changing technologies is of cultural 
importance to understanding a sense of place and identity along with the new sense of 
connectedness through electronic media.  

When people of the community come together to work on local initiatives they can run into 
constraints such as need for initial capital, insurance requirements, or authorization for fundraising 
or challenges in writing or managing grant applications.  The Municipality of Highlands East is 
active in assisting the local leadership in their efforts by providing support to assist in overcoming 
these obstacles.    

Interviews reflected a trend of people moving away from the area of Highlands East for paid work 
or careers but also people returning as seasonal residents or to retire full time.  As work is generated 
locally there will likely be less migration out of the area.  An active municipal cultural planning 
strategy can have a major role in enabling local economic initiatives and jobs.   
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Transportation 

The lack of affordable and public transportation limits potential employment, children’s 
involvement in school activities, parents’ roles in children’s school activities, social events that 
include alcohol (such as community dances), shopping and other social activities.  Creative solutions 
are sometimes undertaken by households sharing one car and co-ordination with neighbours.  
Communications among community members to express needs and better share resources can help 
with the coordination of transportation.  Statistics Canada, 2011, reports most people drive their 
cars to work from Highlands East, a large number are passengers and public transit (the TROUT 
system) and walking follow. Regularly scheduled activities can get support from the Hastings County 
area public TROUT bus service but this currently only serves the eastern part of Highlands East and 
relays people primarily to the Bancroft area. This option can be a detriment to local economic 
development as TROUT may take people out of the Highlands East area for services and retail 
shopping.  Taxi services can be too expensive for regular travel. Community members 
recommended taxi vouchers to help kids benefit in education and sports opportunities.  Local 
solutions for affordable solutions to irregular travel needs continue to be investigated by community 
based researchers.   

Bicycles were observed as a means of transportation throughout Highlands East for the able bodied 
weather permitting. Consideration of safe bike passages in road and trail development would benefit 
many in the communities.  The bike lane for the Loop Road, recently approved, is seen as a benefit 
not only for recreational use but general safer transportation.   

 

 

 

There can be social and health benefits to better transportation. Community members and support 
service workers reported that without transportation, isolation becomes a major impediment in 
raising children, working and furthering education.  The identification of transportation needs is a 
step towards a healthier community.   

Many existing roads in the Municipality are privately owned and maintained. Cottagers reported the 
success of sharing resources to keep the roads opened and maintained throughout the seasons.  
Public roads may become a consideration as residential areas and the call for added housing 
development are raised.  Municipalities are frequently asked to provide road and infrastructure 
incentives for developments of residential, commercial and industrial incentives. This is a concern 
for Municipal zoning and property development decisions as the areas develop.  The use of private 
roads accessing historical sites, railroad history, safe mining sites, and some trail developments may 
require private/public partnerships.  
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Visual Arts  

Local artists report Highlands East as an inspiring place to live and work. A significant number of 
artists and artisans have chosen to live and work in Highlands East. – affordable housing and studio 
space situated in a beautiful and wild landscape with easy access to the Haliburton School of the 
Arts. Creating access for the public to artists’ works and marketing were identified as challenges by 
some local artists. Some artists expressed the need for improved internet services to allow for on-
line marketing and sales. A few artists have been successful in developing markets for their work 
provincially nationally and internationally.  

The Highlands East Studio Tour is a volunteer effort promoting local artists. It is supported by both 
business and individuals. The Tour has the potential for growth as more artists in the area join.    

One idea raised was for benefactors supporting local artists to paint images of in Highlands East. 
These images are then used to promote the area and encourage people come and see the original 
sites. The arts in this way could also support the community through tourism.  The Highlands East 
Plein Air Art Festival is a creative way to bring artists to the Highlands and visitors to see the sites 
and watch the artists work.  

Another method suggested to benefit local artisans and small business, are pop-up galleries or 
storefronts.  This arrangement is usually made with a building owner that has extra space or a retail 
space vacancy.  Access to pop up galleries could also promote artists developing their skills to 
expose their works.   An example of this pop up gallery model was demonstrated in Haliburton 
Village over the winter holiday season.  A group of local artists arranged and used vacant space next 
to a frequented restaurant to display and sell their works.  Similarly an arrangement between local 
business and artists to display art in business establishments was a suggestion for Highlands East.  

Education  

There are two elementary schools in Highlands East run by the Trillium Lakelands District School 
Board. The school in Cardiff provides junior kindergarten to grade 3 and Wilberforce Elementary 
School in Wilberforce provides grade 4 to 8.  Several social community activities associated with the 
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schools are provided for the whole community.  Higher grades are provided in the neighbouring 
communities of Haliburton Village and Bancroft. Bus services are provided for regular day time 
school activities.  After hours participation requires creative transportation planning for those 
involved with after-hours programs including sports.  

There are opportunities for adult continuing education courses at Fleming College in Haliburton and 
Loyalist College in Bancroft.  Courses available for the skilled trades would be an asset for the job 
creation and building repairs and maintenance in Highlands East.  A wide range of curriculum 
supporting Adult Education programming is available but not readily accessible due to lack of 
regular and affordable transportation.  

 There is also an opportunity for community members to learn from each other.  Skilled and 
sometimes retired, community members’ readiness to share their knowledge and teach skills to 
others to benefit the community exemplifies a spirited community.  Community centres were 
identified as places to make courses and educational activities more accessible. 

Libraries were identified as a major source of informal education and resource for job searches. The 
building of the new Haliburton County library branch in Wilberforce was an ambitious community 
project. Volunteer groups rallied to support purchases required to furnish the new building. The 
new library is recognized by the community as a promising resource with expanded space, 
collections, and additional hours of operations.  Community members and library management alike 
are proud to begin to meet provincial guidelines in terms of space, collection size and operating 
hours. These attributes can have positive ramifications in the future for accreditation and provincial 
funding.  This provides an opportunity for the Wilberforce branch to expand its services while 
supporting those offered by the branches in Highland Grove, Cardiff and Gooderham.  Better 
defining the scope of services offered by these smaller branches will ensure their role in supporting 
the hamlets in which they are located.   

The local libraries serve several functions in the smaller hamlets of Highlands East.  This includes 
access to the internet, formal and informal community networking points for job searches, a focal 
point for exchanging community information and support, and a resource for children’s school 
projects.   

Education leading to entrepreneurship was stressed as important by community leaders.  There are 
many local retired professionals in the area that expressed interest in sharing their expertise to 
educate and assist youth in developing businesses and employment opportunities.   

Communications  

Highlands East does not have one main centre but several areas of relatively small populations. 
Community members expressed challenges in exchanging information with the other geographical 
locations in Highlands East and partners in local activities including Irondale (part of Minden Hills) 
and Harcourt (part of Dysart) communities. Not surprising, the need for better communication 
within and among associated communities and organizations was identified. Technical 
communication needs, included more identified options for internet communications and better cell 
phone reception. Having information available on websites was not useful to community members 
without internet services.   

As well, communications to promote Highlands East activities and resources was raised as a 
community need. Radio stations are available in the area but these were not generally mentioned as 
sources for information.  There was frustration expressed in the limited news in the local papers 
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about Highlands East. Over the course of this planning process there was an increase in coverage 
about Highlands East in some local papers through proactive outreach.   

There was a need expressed for a central location or publication where community members could 
source their needs or discover things to do in the area that week.  Promoting such an initiative was 
thought to be of benefit to local, seasonal and visitors to the area. There are recent “Exploration 
Centres” in Cardiff and Gooderham for postings of current events and activities. Community 
members are pleased with the initiative and recognize the need to promote these sights.   

The new signage for business, located in Wilberforce next to the Municipal Building, will likely take 
time for residents to discover. This is a good initiative to direct people looking for local contractors 
and services.  

Performing Arts  

The Loop Troupe is immediately identified when people speak about the performing arts in 
Highlands East. The theatre group of volunteer community members aim for at least one annual 
play at the Lloyd Watson Centre’s theatre in Wilberforce. There was interest expressed to produce 
more community plays and use other community centres to encourage and stage more events of this 
nature.  Performances were reported as successful and enjoyable.  The demands of time and 
commitment are challenging for those involved in the performances and involve significant 
volunteer commitment. The performing arts highlight local culture and strengthen community 
relationships and identity.  

There was enthusiasm expressed by community members for more opportunities for the performing 
arts. The youth surveys had many requests for a movie theatre. This could also be considered a 
business calling for an entrepreneurial local youth leadership and a feasibility study.     

History and Heritage 

A lot of interest was expressed at the community visioning sessions in the history and heritage of the 
area. This included the preservation of heritage buildings and sites, collection of photographs, 
artifacts, books, articles and records, collection of stories and local lore. This interest is 
demonstrated by such efforts as the Wilberforce Heritage Guild and the Red Cross Outpost Historic 
House Museum, Schoolhouse Historical Society and the Kidd Schoolhouse Museum in Highland 
Grove, the Gooderham Community Action Group, the Essonville Historic Church Board, and the 
Irondale Historic Society, Bark Lake Cultural Developments and the Irondale Historic Community 
Church.  These groups all run through dedicated volunteer effort and all face challenges with the 
care of historic buildings and the archiving and proper storage of records and artifacts. Continued 
collaborative efforts and support from the Municipality will assist with this work and the integration 
of the history and heritage into local tourism development. A number of people identified the 
opportunity to combine the mining history and mineral tourism to attract tourists to the area.  

Tourism 

Outdoor activities for every season and every age group make Highlands East a destination for those 
looking for peace and quiet and those looking for adventure.  Some tourists come because of the 
people they have come to know and begin calling the area their second home.     

Increased tourism was recognized by community participants as a means for improving the 
economy.  There can be economic gains by increasing tourism as recognized in other rural 
communities.  A good business plan for tourism involving the community is best to promote the 
Highlands East experience.  Economists recognize that global and local economic shifts affect the 
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tourism market.  These economic changes indicate that tourism alone is not a sustainable 
development model (seasonal, minimum wage); when economies are down, people just don’t travel 
as much.  All communities are competing for the tourist economy.  Tourism may be a result of well 
marketed activities and unique cultural assets but not as a dependable sole economy.  Tourism needs 
to be targeted and unique, tied to existing cultural assets and be prepared for the economic ups and 
downs that affect the industry.  For example eco-tourism, due to the strong local commitment and 
appreciation of the natural environment, is best suited for the area and can be part of trail 
development. Encouraging and finding local use for the trails, i.e. transportation between hamlets, 
was also suggested. Encouraging the hamlets of Highlands East to have events and showcase their 
communities and history with the attendance from the other local hamlets was also supported by the 
participants at the community forums. This is local tourism that increases the sense of community.   

There are few places in Highlands East well identified for tourists to stay. Resorts in adjacent areas 
to Highlands East have been closing as the use of timeshares and cottage rental increases. There are 
camping options, a few bed and breakfasts and cabins to rent in the area that could be marketed 
along with the eco-tours in the area.   

Experiences from other communities suggest that the development of local assets, the arts and small 
business must appeal to the local and cottage population first. Local exchange is a more sustainable 
market.  Additional tourist business is a bonus but is dependent on fluctuations in the economy and 
weather conditions.  Communication of opportunities in eco-tourism, sports, recreation and trail use 
need to be directed at local and neighbouring populations as well as external markets.      

Administrative 

Municipal Council’s support for community initiatives and assisting with insurance coverage, letters 
of support, opening doors to youth activities and more, strengthens the sense of community in 
Highlands East.  

The encouragement by Committees of Council helps to inform development decisions and engage 
the participation of the local community.  These initiatives support the efficiency and incorporation 
of cultural planning.  The Committee of Council, including the Economic Business and 
Development Committee, Trails Committee, Environment Committee, Housing and Grants 
Committee, and the Recreation and Culture Committee are already involved in many of the 
expressed community concerns and the Cultural Plan recommendations. There is increasing 
awareness of the importance of municipal support for building improvements, both residential and 
commercial along with maintaining the cultural heritage buildings.  

Summary 

Highlands East has many vibrant centres of activities with a strong sense of place and identity. This 
is unlike some areas that have one primary population centre.  It became clear through the 
community consultations that community members agree that supporting interests in other 
geographical areas of the Municipality does not take away resources from one’s own local area. In 
fact, with cultural planning, mutual support can strengthen all interests. At the community visioning 
sessions the creative initiatives for development were stimulated by diversity of geographical and 
organizational perspectives.  

The Municipality of Highlands East is presented with a unique challenge with multiple areas of 
identity and history. Recognizing this challenge, Highlands East’s is well on the way to developing a 
creative local economy supporting the four pillars of sustainable development. 
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It is recognized that cultural planning could be strengthened by better community networking and 
communications, matching resources and needs and supporting youth goals and better supportive 
services and housing for seniors.   

A vision statement for the cultural development of the Highlands East should include the following 
elements: 

Natural environment.; people of  all ages; heritage, the arts; celebration; innovation; business, 
tourism, cultural and social opportunities; engagement and inclusion; sustainability; cultural and 
natural assets; sense of place; quality of life. 

Goals need to be established in the areas of 

· Municipal Leadership 

· Community Engagement and Inclusion 

· Supporting a Strong and Dynamic Cultural Sector 

· Using Cultural Assets to help advance Tourism and Economic Development 

· Celebration of History and Heritage 

· Strengthening the Identity of Highlands East 
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Municipality of Highlands East 
Cultural Asset Inventory and Cultural Mapping 

Report 
 

To:  Cultural Planning Steering Committee 

From: Adele Espina  

March 20, 2014  

The Municipality of Highlands East, as part of its work on a Cultural Plan, hired a Coordinator 
to create a detailed database and map of the municipality’s cultural assets. 

The role of the Cultural Asset Inventory and Mapping Coordinator was to: 

- review existing inventories and databases of cultural assets 
- identify missing assets,  
- identify the location of physical assets using GPS 
- photograph assets 
- create a database of information about the tangible assets 
- collect historical photographs of assets 
- begin to identify intangible assets 
- create a map of cultural assets 
- work with municipal webmaster to post information on the municipal website 
- identify opportunities to leverage cultural assets to attract tourists or contribute to 
economic development 

As a prelude to the research, it was necessary to confirm our definition of Cultural Assets and 
Cultural Mapping. These synopses were used: 

What is a Cultural Asset? 

In every community that manages to sustain or revive itself over time, there are cultural factors 
that contribute to the vitality and robustness of the people living there. These factors are 
shared and creative, which is to say they are cultural and they are assets that make life 
valuable, that make life worth living.  

These cultural assets can be material, immaterial, emotional, or even spiritual. They can be 
'solid' things like concert halls, galleries, gardens, parklands and stadiums. They can be 
special tracts of the natural environment which encourage particular types of cultural activities. 
Or the climate itself might be a cultural asset if it encourages special kinds of creative and 
communal activities that bind people together in a place over time.  
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Stories too might be cultural assets if they are attached to particular peoples and places if they 
are powerful enough to encourage people to care about and care for their place. In these 
stories, values can circulate, and special memories often reside in particular locations 
mentioned in the tales. Thus the places mentioned in the stories can be regarded as cultural 
assets if people tell of these places and visit them regularly and develop regular practices or 
rituals or ceremonies to care for them. - Professor Ross Gibson, Sydney College of the 
Arts 

What is Cultural Resource Mapping?  
 
Cultural Resource Mapping is a systematic approach to identifying, recording and classifying a 
community’s cultural resources in order to describe and visualize them. Cultural Resource 
Mapping begins with building and maintaining a centralized database that helps to organize 
and communicate information. It is about building a geo-database, meaning that whenever 
possible, the information includes a geographic reference point. Cultural Resource Mapping is 
an ongoing process. Many of its benefits can only be achieved through sustained efforts to 
update cultural resource data and compare it over time, which requires continued resources 
and ongoing partnerships. – Cultural Resource Mapping, A Guide for Municipalities 2010. 
 
Cultural Assets Inventory – Methodology & Results 
 
In assembling the database for a Highlands East cultural asset inventory, information was 
defined, collected and organized according to the parameters of a Cultural Resource 
Framework.  
 
 Whether to confine the inventory to the municipal borders was considered. The Cultural 
Planning Steering Committee decided that the geographic boundaries of the municipality could 
not be considered the cultural boundaries of the settlements.  
 
The hamlets of Irondale, located in Minden Hills, Harcourt, located in Dysart et al, and 
Paudash, located in Faraday, were included because it was observed that they had strong 
historic and current relationships to settlements within the municipality. 
 
As a first step, two lists were provided in order to obtain existing data. 
 

· Highlands East had commissioned a report through U-Links named “Mapping and 
Inventory of Cultural Sites in Highlands East”.  Sarah Ouellette, a student at Trent 
University completed the project in 2010. It provides a brief overview of assets, both 
tangible and intangible, in each community in the Municipality.  

 
· The Arts Council – Haliburton Highlands supplied a list of past and present members 

who may have been employed in cultural occupations or industries in Highlands East. 
 
These two sources were consulted and researched to eliminate any incorrect or outdated 
information.  Because it was known that these reports were not designed to be complete, nor 
were they current, it was expected that there were major gaps to be filled.  
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Information on the assets included in these reports, such as address and occupation, was 
lacking as well, so extensive research was required to collect, confirm, and add to the existing 
data. 
 
Over the course of several months, new cultural assets were added to the database along with 
a significant amount of information on each asset. Where relevant to the particular asset, 
information fields used included: 
 
§ Category and Subtype of Asset 
§ Location - 911 address, mailing address, GPS coordinates, township, settlement name, 

lot & concession 
§ Use – Historic, current, date established 
§ Legal – ownership, corporate structure, public access  
§ Contact – Name, telephone, email, address, website 
§ Descriptors – short description, attraction, significance, specialty, discipline, accessibility 
§ Access to data - data sensitivity, public/private 
§ Data sources 
§ Notes 
§ Photographs  
§ Permanent database item #  

 
Sources found and consulted to collect the data included directories, websites, newspapers, U-
Links reports, brochures, books, personal interviews, and visioning sessions. Appendix (X). is 
the bibliography of resources . 
 
GPS locations were determined and photographs of tangible assets were taken during 
research outings throughout the township.  These digital photographs were backed up to an 
internet photo sharing website, using file names that could be cross-referenced to the cultural 
asset item #s in the database.  
 
A database of over tangible cultural assets was produced. 
  
Many cultural assets could be catalogued in more than one category. For example, the 
Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost Historic House Museum could be defined as a Historic Site, a 
Museum, and as a Library/Archive.  
 
While there are many persons in the municipality interested in or practicing the various arts, 
only those who could be considered to be currently pursuing a remunerated cultural 
occupation were included. To do otherwise would be to overstate the amount of cultural 
economic activity. 
 
Because of the differences in their data fields, the many abandoned sites of mining activity in 
the Municipality were recorded in a separate asset inventory, compiled with information 
obtained from Geology Ontario’s Mineral Data Inventory and Abandoned Mines Information 
System.  
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Gary Blundell was contracted to do additional research on mining in Highlands East, collecting 
stories, photographs and literature. He also determined the existence and location of many 
surviving mining artifacts. 
 
An inventory of intangible cultural assets was commenced. Intangible cultural asset categories 
are History, Place Names, Folklore, Values, and Traditions. Any catalogue of intangibles 
cannot ever be considered complete. What has been compiled gives a good overview of 
examples and types of intangible assets that the municipality can claim as foundations for 
cultural experiences in the municipality.  
 
Many cultural assets are in private hands and information is not readily accumulated. For 
example, not compiled in this database are the private hunt camps in the municipality which 
are assets that are integral to hunting, defined as a “Tradition”. 
 
Cultural Assets Mapping - Methodology 
 
The content and number of maps to be produced during this project, or the method by which 
they were to be produced was not defined at the outset. A requirement was that the maps 
were to be available to the public on the municipal website. 
  
A study of data collected, as well as the availability of external data, was done to determine 
what type of maps could be useful. Not all maps contained data exclusively from the Cultural 
Asset Inventory. 
 
The subjects of the maps were chosen to serve several purposes: 

- to illuminate the heritage of the community 
- to promote cultural industries, leisure and recreation 
- to inform the public about township amenities 
 

A number of software programs and mapping contractors were researched and consulted. 
Because there was no funding allocated in the budget for the purchase of mapping software or 
services, the free online Google mapping platform was used to create these maps.  
 
Cultural Assets Mapping – Results 

 
Using a newly created Highlands East Google Plus account, a series of Google maps were 
created during this project.  
 
These maps are:  
 
Heritage Maps – People 

 Settlers & Early Residents of Monmouth Township 
Settlers & Early Residents of Cardiff Township 
Settlers & Early Residents of Glamorgan Township 
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These three maps contain names and geographic locations of the “pioneers” of Highlands 
East. Information and photographs of settlers collected during the course of the project have 
been featured on the person’s map pin.  

Heritage Maps – Places 

Highlands East Geographic Township Boundaries – overlay map 
South Wilberforce area Historic & Heritage Sites  
Wilberforce area Historic & Heritage Sites 
Tory Hill Historic & Heritage Sites  
Gooderham Historic & Heritage Sites 
Cardiff Historic & Heritage Sites  
Highland Grove Historic & Heritage Sites 
Harcourt area Historic & Heritage Sites 
Irondale Historic & Heritage Sites 
Churches Past & Present of Highlands East 
Schools Past & Present of Highlands East 
Cemeteries (Municipal and Abandoned) of Highlands East 

These eleven maps feature the geographic locations of heritage sites, past and present, in the 
Highlands East area. The availability of photographs of the historic or heritage site to feature 
on the map has been the impetus for their inclusion.  

Military Commemorative Maps 

WW1 Soldiers of Highlands East  
WW2 Soldiers of Highlands East 
 

.Mining Heritage of Highlands East 

This map contains the locations and alternate names of prospects, occurrences and 
abandoned mines in Highlands East. A few photographs of mine sites and miners have 
been added to the map pins. The information on this map was obtained from the 
Geology Ontario AMIS & MDI databases. 

 

Modern Informational & Promotional Maps 

Meeting & Event Facilities in Highlands East 
Access to Internet in Highlands East 
Cottage and Lake Associations of Highlands East  
What's Available for kids in Highlands East 
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Where to Stay in Highlands East area 
Where to Eat in Highlands East   
Highlands East Municipal Multi-Use Trail System 
Outdoor Experiences in the Highlands East area 
  

Current Highlands East website maps 

Highlands East's Water Access Points (boat launches & beaches) 
Highlands East's Heritage Sites – (Driving Tour) 
Highlands East's Art Installations – (Driving Tour) 
Highlands East's Ghost Towns – (Driving Tour) 
Highlands East's Schoolhouses – (Driving Tour) 

  
 These five maps had been added to the website in 2010 by the municipal webmaster. 

 
Non-Public maps  

  

Mineral Collecting in Highlands East Map 

Recreational mineral collectors are required to attend at the municipal office to 
obtain a collecting permit and to receive directions to the collecting sites. A public 
map featuring these locations could negate this necessity and lead to difficulties 
for the municipality in controlling access to the sites.  

Highlands East Cultural and Creative Industries Map 

This map may be preferable for internal use, as research showed that only a 
portion of the industries have storefront operations. As well, there was limited 
response to emails sent to the business owners for information on their 
operations, along with a request to feature their business on a map on the 
municipal website. 

Geocaching in Highlands East 

Geocaching is a major leisure and tourist activity in the Municipality of Highlands 
East, which bills itself as The Geocaching Capital of Canada. A public 
collaborative map of cache locations is available on the Geocaching.com 
website. Rather than the municipality creating an in-house map, a promotional 
page on the Highlands East website linking to the Geocaching.com website 
would be an excellent way of promoting the activity. 
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Cultural Assets Inventory & Mapping – Challenges and Opportunities 
 
The Inventory 
 
The creation of a Highlands East Cultural Asset inventory is intended to assist in the 
development of the Municipal Cultural Plan and as a resource for future planning work by staff 
and Committees of Council.  
 
The Municipality of Highlands East should consider carefully how their data is maintained and 
updated. Control of the data, which now has significant resources invested in its preparation, 
should reside where there are resources available to maintain and safeguard its integrity.  
Updating of the data could be accomplished in-house on an annual short-term contract basis.  
 
Some of the data collected during the course of this project may be governed by privacy 
legislation. Other information was given to the staff at the municipality with the promise that it 
would not be distributed publicly.  
 
Given the restrictions, the distribution of the data to other organizations should be carefully 
considered. While other organizations could and should be asked to assist in supplying 
information for updates, it is recommended that the database be under the care and control of 
staff of the Municipality.  
 
The Maps 
 
The Google maps created during the course of this project, using the data from the Cultural 
Assets Inventory and other resources, should be available to the public through the Highlands 
East municipal website. .  
 
In its Official Plan, the Municipality of Highlands East had suggested the opportunity to create 
a Municipal Heritage Committee. This committee could provide the oversight for the care and 
maintenance of the Community Heritage Maps.  
 
Public collaboration will be the key to the evolution and continued interest in updating the 
content of these maps. Interest can be maintained and increased through the inclusion of the 
community and its groups in the maintenance of the various maps.  
 
The maps were created by hamlet and subject so that community groups could collaborate 
with the municipality on the individual maps which reflect their interest. These groups could 
also create the narrative that should accompany each map on its webpage. 
 
It is suggested that the municipal webmaster be the administrator for the new Google Maps. 
The webmaster can supervise the public collaboration and assist with the creation of new 
maps by and for the community. He is, of course, already skilled in creating these maps. Using 
his skills, he can also be a resource for combining or layering Google maps, another 
collaborative feature that can bring groups together for a larger project involving their individual 
maps. 
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If funds are available through a future grant or municipal budget, consideration should be given 
to the development or purchase of a more sophisticated mapping platform.  
 
Suggestions for collaboration and use of the Google maps produced for this project are: 
 
Heritage Maps – People and Places 

These three “People” maps and eleven “Places” maps can be the Virtual Museums of their 
communities. The ability to add information and photographs to the maps by signing on over 
the internet makes these projects much more feasible in a rural area.  
 
It is suggested that community organizations be the official collaborators, with interested 
parties submitting information and photographs to the organization for inclusion on the maps. 
Examples of community organizations that currently have the capacity to participate include 
the Gooderham Historical Group, Irondale Historical Society, Wilberforce Heritage Guild, and 
Schoolhouse Historic Society.  
 
As well as appearing on the municipal website, these community organizations could link the 
maps to their own websites.  
 
Military Commemorative Maps 

WW1 Soldiers Map - 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of the start of WW1. Contributions by 
the public of information and photographs could be a collaborative way for the municipality to 
commemorate the event and those members of the community who served in WW1. 

WW2 Soldiers Map - 2015 will be the 70th anniversary of the end of WW2. As with the WW1 
map, contributions to this map of information and photographs could be a platform for the 
municipality to facilitate  a community-wide remembrance of those members of the community 
who served in WW2. 

The Royal Canadian Legion branches in Wilberforce and Cardiff could be the collaborators for 
these maps.  

Mining Heritage of Highlands East 

This map provides an opportunity for enriching local knowledge of the municipality’s mining 
heritage, and with the addition of more information, photographs and digital images of artifacts, 
could be a collaborative Virtual Museum of the Mining Heritage of Highlands East.  There is an 
unexplored potential for map collaboration with Mindat.org.  They bi ll themselves as “the 
largest mineral database and mineralogy reference website on the internet” and feature 
photographs of the sites and mineral samples of Highland East 
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Modern Informational & Promotional Maps 

These maps could be featured on relevant pages of the Municipal website under the 
supervision of the Trails and Economic Development Committee or Intern. They could be 
maintained or supervised by the webmaster, in much the same manner as he now maintains 
the website Business Directory. 

Haliburton County Mapping Project 
 
Haliburton County has started a project to create a county wide cultural map.  
 
It is anticipated that a Haliburton County cultural mapping template currently being developed 
by the County GIS department will be used to incorporate some tangible cultural asset data 
from the Cultural Assets inventories of Minden Hills, Dysart et al, and Algonquin Highlands. 
The County GIS department is developing a manual to assist the townships in organizing their 
collected data.  
 
The Highlands East Cultural Assets Inventory has GPS map coordinates for most of its 
physical cultural assets, so data is ready to be seamlessly exported to a county cultural map. A 
911 address is not sufficient for mapping of many assets. 
 
In the course of creating their municipal cultural plans, each township in the County collected 
and recorded their assets in a different manner and in varying levels of detail for their individual 
cultural asset Inventories.  
 
It may be that because budget dollars were not allotted to inventorying in the other township’s 
cultural plans, considerable work will be necessary by the other townships to complete, update 
and add GPS map points to their data for compatibility with county map requirements. 
 
Highlands East has collected a breadth of data for each asset. As not all the data collected for 
each Highlands East Cultural Asset is needed for the County Mapping template, the relevant 
data fields can to be selected prior to export to the County database.  
 
Conclusion  
 
The Cultural Asset Inventory and Cultural Asset Maps can be an integral part of a Municipal 
Cultural Plan. They quantify, enumerate and display the foundations in the municipality of the 
culture and heritage that can give pride of place and enhance quality of life.  
 
The Google maps provide an opportunity for the residents of Highlands East to collaborate in 
identifying and promoting the municipality’s cultural and heritage assets, as well as promoting 
the community organizations that contribute to these maps..  
 
While not revenue generators in their own right, these inventories and maps can and should be 
consulted to remind planners of the existence of assets that can be used and combined to 
create economic and cultural development opportunities.  
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Appendices: 
A- Cultural Resource Framework 
B- List of Cultural Assets by category 
C- List of mining sites 
D- Bibliography. 

This project has been 

funded by the Ministry of 

Tourism, Culture and Sport 
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Cultural Industries 

A Design by Andrea Design 

Aaron Berning Web Design Design 

Algonquin Eco-Lodge Outdoor Experiences 

Artech Studios - arts instruction Arts Instruction 

Artech Studios - craft Craft 

Aylwin Furniture Craft 

Baroness Chinchilla Agriculture 

Bedrock & Brambles - agriculture Agriculture 

Bedrock & Brambles - outdoor experiences Outdoor Experiences 

Can-Aqua Maple Syrup and Supplies Agriculture 

Can-Q Inc. Culinary Art 

Cocky Fox Studio Visual Arts 

Costumes for All Occasions Craft 

Cottage Hill Furniture & Cabinets Inc. Craft 

Crystal Image Studio Publishing 

Cushion Cottage Gallery Craft 

Deep Roots Team Building Outdoor Experiences 

Dreamweaver Country Boutique Craft 

Eclipse Media Co Advertising 

Fancy Daylilies Studio Visual Arts 

Farmgirl Country Creations Craft 

Greenmantle Farm Mineral Eco Tours Outdoor Experiences 

Hadlington Hills Woodcraft Craft 

Haliburton County Public Library  - Gooderham Library or Archives 

Haliburton County Public Library - Cardiff Library or Archives 

Haliburton County Public Library - Highland Grove Library or Archives 

Haliburton County Public Library - Wilberforce Library or Archives 

Heather Poppe's Studio Craft 

Highland Creek Studio Craft 

Highland Meats Culinary Art 

Highland Winds Studio Visual Arts 

Highlands East Studio Tour Arts Tourism 

Holland's Maple Syrup Agriculture 

Holland's Sleigh Rides Outdoor Experiences 

HotspurStudio Literary Arts 

Limited Edition Catering and Gift Baskets Culinary Art 

Linkert Country Bakery Culinary Art 

Magnificent Hill - Outdoor experiences Outdoor Experiences 
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Magnificent Hill - Agriculture Agriculture 

Moonlight Dances on Water Visual Arts 

My Creekside Studio Craft 

North Star Yoga Health & Wellness 

Paw Paw Shore Studio Craft 

Purple Door Pottery Studio Craft 

QRC Walls Advertising 

Riley's Northern Gold Agriculture 

Rustic Art Studio Craft 

Shirley's Glass & Mosaics Studio Craft 

Song of the Woods Studio Craft 

South Algonquin Trails Inc. Outdoor Experiences 

Stonegrove Antiques Antique Stores 

Studio Bee Craft 

Sweet Comfort Bakery and Cottages Culinary Art 

The Loop Troupe Performing Arts 

The Tea Cosy Craft 

Vinegar Hill Farm Agriculture 

White Birch Studio Craft 

White's General Store Antique Stores 

Wickerworks Craft 

Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost Historic House 
Museum Library or Archives 

Wild Bill's Black Bear Adventure Outdoor Experiences 

Wood 'N' Dreams Studio Visual Arts 

Yours Outdoors Outdoor Experiences 

 

Cultural Organizations 

Bandstand for Gooderham Committee Community Organization 

Bark Lake Cultural Developments Historical Society 

Big Glamor Lake Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Big Monmouth Lake Property Owners' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Billings Lake Cottage Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Buckskin Lake Cottagers Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Cardiff Chess Team Community Organization 

Cardiff Community Association Community Organization 

Cardiff Community Food Bank Community/Social Service 

Cardiff Elementary School Council Community Organization 

Contau Lake Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 
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Cottage Country Cats Animal Rescue Community/Social Service 

Eels Lake Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Esson Lake Road Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Essonville Historic Church Committee Historical Society 

Gooderham Community Action Group Community Organization 

Gooderham Community Garden Community/Social Service 

Gooderham Community Garden Horticultural and Gardening Organization 

Gooderham Fire & Rescue Auxiliary Community Organization 

Gooderham Historical Group Historical Society 

Gooderham Pentecostal Church Womens' Auxiliary Community Organization 

Gooderham United Church Women Community Organization 

Gooderham Volunteer Fire Fighters Association Community Organization 

Grace/Dark Lake Property Owners' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Hadlington Lake Property Owners' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Haliburton ATV Association Community Organizations 

Haliburton Trail Riders Community Organization 

Harcourt Park Community Church Community/Social Service 

Harcourt Park Inc Co-operative 

Highland Grove Community Garden Community/Social Service 

Highland Grove Food Bank Community/Social Service 

Highland Grove Word of Life Community Outreach Community/Social Service 

Highlands East Committee of Council - Recreation Community Economic Development 

Highlands East Committee of Council - Trails Community Economic Development 

Highlands East Fire Department Station 1 Cardiff Community/Social Service 

Highlands East Fire Department Station 2 Highland 
Grove Community/Social Service 
Highlands East Fire Department Station 3 
Gooderham Community/Social Service 

Highlands East Fire Department Station 4 
Wilberforce Community/Social Service 

Highlands East Fire Department Station 6 Paudash Community/Social Service 

Irondale Historical Society Historical Society 

Jordan Lake Cottage Owners' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Koshlong Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Lake Lorraine Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Little Glamor Lake Cottage Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Little Monmouth Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Minnicock Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Monrock Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Nestle Trail Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

North Stormy Lake Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 



Municipality of Highlands East Cultural Inventory & Mapping 
Appendix B – Cultural Assets Inventory 

 

4 

Paudash Lake Conservation Association Environmental Organization 

Paudash Shores Cottage Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Paudash Trail Blazers Snowmobile Club Co-operative 

Pine Lake Peninsula Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Rowbotham Cottagers Association (Esson Lake) Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #566 Cardiff Service Club 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #624 - Ladies' Auxiliary Service Club 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #624 Wilberforce Service Club 

Salerno Devil's Lake Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Schoolhouse Historical Society Genealogical Society 

South Shore Road Association - Salerno Lake Lake/Property Owner Associations 

South Shore Road Association, Inc. - Koshlong Lake Lake/Property Owner Associations 

South Stormy Lake Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

South Wilberforce United Church Women Community Organization 

St. Margaret's Anglican Church Women Community/Social Service 

Stormy Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Taoist Tai Chi Society Public Health Organization 

North Shore Esson Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Tory Hill Pastoral Charge Community/Social Service 

Trooper Lake Peninsula Cottagers' Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

White Lake Cottagers Association Community Organization 

Wilberforce Community Garden Horticultural and Gardening Organization 

Wilberforce Curling Club Community Organization 

Wilberforce Elementary School Council Community Organization 

Wilberforce Heritage Guild 1991 Historical Society 

Wilberforce Library Launchers Community Organization 

Wilberforce Recreation Committee Community Organization 

Wilberforce Word of Life Food Bank Community/Social Service 

Wilbermere Lake Association Lake/Property Owner Associations 

Wilberforce Eclectic  Market Market 

 

Facilities and Spaces 

Bark Lake Leadership Centre - education facility School (including Fine Arts) 

Bark Lake Leadership Centre - meeting space Meeting Space 

Bedrock & Brambles School (Including Fine Arts) 

Cardiff Community Centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Cardiff Elementary School School (Including Fine Arts) 

Gooderham Bandshell Bandshell or Amphitheatre 

Gooderham Horseshoe Pits Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 



Municipality of Highlands East Cultural Inventory & Mapping 
Appendix B – Cultural Assets Inventory 

 

5 

Haliburton County Public Library  - Gooderham   Library or Archive 

Haliburton County Public Library - Cardiff  Library or Archive 

Haliburton County Public Library - Highland Grove Library or Archive 

Haliburton County Public Library - Wilberforce  Library or Archive 

Harcourt Community Centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Harcourt Park Community Centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Highland Grove Community Centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Irondale Community Centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Keith Tallman Memorial Arena Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Kidd Schoolhouse Museum Museum 

Lloyd Watson Centre - entertainment venue Entertainment Venue 

Lloyd Watson Centre - meeting space Meeting Space 

Lloyd Watson Centre - performing arts facility Performing Arts Facility 

Lloyd Watson Centre - recreation centre Recreation Centre 

Lloyd Watson Centre - community centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Magnificent Hill School (Including Fine Arts) 

Robert McCausland Memorial Community Centre Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #566 Cardiff Meeting Space 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #624 Wilberforce Meeting Space 

Tamarack Lodge & Art Centre Visual Arts Facility 

The Bancroft Leadership Centre (Can-Aqua email) School (including Fine Arts) 

Wilberforce Curling Club Community Centre/Arena/Curling Club 

Wilberforce Elementary School School (Including Fine Arts) 

Wilberforce Fairgrounds Fairground 

Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost Historic House 
Museum Museum 

 

Festivals and Events 

A Brush With The Highlands Plein-Air Art Festival Craft Festival 

Agnews Wilberforce Eclectic  Market Farmers Market 

Bobby Craftchick Rig and Jig Memorial Fishing Derby Community Festival 

Cardiff Santa Claus Parade Street Festival 

Corduroy Enduro Community Festival 

Decoration Day - Essonville Cemetery Community Festival 

Decoration Day - Gooderham Cemetery Community Festival 

Decoration Day - South Wilberforce Cemetery Community Festival 

Esson Lake Jazz Festival Music Festivals/Event 

Essonville Historic Church Christmas Concert Community Festival 

Essonvilleapalooza Music Festivals/Event 
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Fred Agnew Memorial Hockey Tournament Community Festival 

Gooderham Canada Day Community Festival 

Gooderham Community Christmas Dinner Community Festival 

Harcourt Ball Tournament Community Festival 

Harcourt Canada Day Community Festival 

Highland Grove Hunters' Dinner Community Festival 

Highland Grove Strawberry Supper Community Festival 

Highlands East Studio Tour Studio Tour 

Hike Haliburton Weekend - built heritage tours Built Heritage Tour 

Hike Haliburton Weekend - cultural heritage tours Cultural Heritage Tour 

Hike Haliburton weekend - natural heritage tours Walking Tour - natural heritage 

Horseshoe Days Tournament Community Festival 

Maple Syrup Festival Agricultural Event 

Maple Syrup Festival Community Festival 

Paudash Lake Marina Bass Tournament Community Festival 

Paudash Lake North Beach Regatta Community Festival 

Remembrance Day Service - Cardiff Community Festival 

Remembrance Day Service - Gooderham Community Festival  

Remembrance Day Service - Wilberforce Community Festival 

Soggy Boot Enduro Community Festival 

Wilberforce Agricultural Fair - crafts event Craft Festival 

Wilberforce Agricultural Fair - agricultural event Agricultural Event 

Wilberforce Heritage Guild Craft Sale Craft Festival 

Wilberforce Legion Wildlife Dinner Community Festival 

Wilberforce November Xmas Craft Sale Craft Festival 

Wilberforce Outpost Anniversary event (August 15) Community Festival 

Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost-Canada Day Community Festival 

Wilberforce Santa Claus Parade Street Festival 

Wilberforce Thanksgiving Dinner Community Festival 

 

Historic and Heritage Sites 

Agnew's General Store Commercial Heritage Site 

Alfred Madill barn Barn 

Alfred Madill farm Agricultural Heritage Site 

Atwell Family Plot Cemetery 

Bark Lake Leadership Centre Camp/Outdoor Centre 

Barr's First General Store Commercial Heritage Site 

Barr's General Store Commercial Heritage Site 

Brown's Mill Ghost Town or Ruin 
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Burleigh Colonization Road Settlement Road 

Cardiff Dragonfly Sculpture or Mural 

Cardiff United Church Church 

Chamberlain Homestead  House 

Cheddar Ghost Town or Ruin 
Christ Church Essonville Monmouth Historic Site 
Plaque Heritage Plaque or Cairn 

Clark Barn Barn 

Clark Farm Agricultural Heritage Site 

Dairy, Post office & General Store - South 
Wilberforce Commercial Heritage Site 

Dark Lake Dam (Wilberforce Dam) Dam 

Deer Lake Cemetery Cemetery 

Deer Lake Village Ghost Town or Ruin 

Drury Barn Barn 

Essonville Ghost Town or Ruin 

Essonville Anglican Cemetery Cemetery 

Essonville Historic Church Church 

Essonville Pioneer Cemetery Cemetery 

Essonville School Old School House 

Eusebe Peter's Barn Barn 

Fire Tower - Green's Mountain Ghost Town or Ruin 

Fire Tower - Hook Lake Ghost Town or Ruin 

Gandier Family Burial Plot Cemetery 

Glamorgan Township Cemetery Cemetery 

Gooderham Lake Dam Dam 

Gooderham Log Chute Remnants Logging Heritage Site 

Gooderham Lucky Dollar Commercial Heritage Site 

Gooderham Pentecostal Church Church 

Gooderham Pioneer Cemetery Cemetery 

Gooderham United Church Church 

Hadlington Ghost Town or Ruin 

Hadlington Schoolhouse Old School House 

Harcourt Community Chapel Church 

Heart - Gooderham Sun/Village Sculpture or Mural 

Highland Grove General Store  Commercial Heritage Site 

Hotspur Ghost Town or Ruin 

Hotspur Schoolhouse Old School House 

Hunter, M. W. Lumber Ltd Industrial Heritage Site 

I. B. & O. Railroad corridor Historic Corridor 

Irondale Community Church (formerly St. John's Church 
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Anglican) 

Ironsides Ghost Town or Ruin 

Kennaway Ghost Town or Ruin 

Kidd Family Plot Cemetery 

Madill Road Stone Fences Ghost Town or Ruin 

Martin Clement Haunted House House 

Martin, Grenville W. Lumber Co. Industrial Heritage Site 

Maxwells Ghost Town or Ruin 

McColl / Madill Homestead House 

McCrea Family Plot Cemetery 

McGillivray Barn Barn 

McGillivray Cemetery Cemetery 

McGillivray Farm Agricultural Heritage Site 

Mel Croft's Ice House Commercial Heritage Site 

Monck Colonization Road Settlement Road 

Orange Lodge - Wilberforce Historic Site 

Orange Lodge L.O.L. No. 11 Historic Site Plaque Heritage Plaque or Cairn 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church Church 

Peacock's Service Station Commercial Heritage Site 

Peterson Colonization Road Settlement Road 

Petri (Peters )Family Burial Plot Cemetery 

Private burial ground on Elephant Lake Road Cemetery 

Remax building/old firehall in Wilberforce Commercial Heritage Site 

S.S. No. 1 Cardiff - Kidd Schoolhouse Museum Old School House 

S.S. No. 2 - Cardiff - Cheddar Corners site Old School House 

S.S. No. 2 - Gooderham School Old School House 

S.S. No. 3 - Cardiff - Highland Grove Old School House 

S.S. No. 6 - Cardiff Old School House 

S.S. No. 7 - Cardiff Old School House 

Nature's Winding Trail (Monck Rd - Cardiff) Historic Corridor 

South Wilberforce Ghost Town or Ruin 

South Wilberforce Historic Bridge Bridge 

South Wilberforce Memorial Cemetery Cemetery 

South Wilberforce United Church Church 

St. John Vianney Catholic Church Church 

St. Margaret's Anglican Church Church 

St. Mark's Cemetery Cemetery 

Stoughton Electric and Plumbing House 
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Tory Hill United Church Church 

Tribute to the Red Cross Nurses Sculpture or Mural 

Ursa Ghost Town or Ruin 

Vinegar Hill Farm Agricultural Heritage Site 

War Memorial - Cardiff Cenotaph or Public Memorial 

War Memorial - Gooderham Cenotaph or Public Memorial 

War Memorial - Wilberforce Cenotaph or Public Memorial 

White's General Store Commercial Heritage Site 

Wilberforce Elementary School Old School House 

Wilberforce fairgrounds Fairground 

Wilberforce Full Gospel Church Church 

Wilberforce Legion Machine Gun memorial Cenotaph or Public Memorial 

Wilberforce Legion Memorial Garden Cenotaph or Public Memorial 

Wilberforce Main Street Historic Corridor 

Wilberforce Planing Mill Logging Heritage Site 

Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost Historic House 
Museum Designated Heritage Structure 
Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost Historic House 
Museum Living History Site 

Wilberforce Red Cross Outpost Historic House 
Museum Historic Site 

Wilberforce Train Station Mural Sculpture or Mural 

Williams Family Burial Plot Cemetery 

 

Hospitality 

Agnew's General Store Places to Eat 

Anchorage Resort Places to Stay 

Anderson Lake B&B Places to Stay 

Bostonian Motel Places to Stay 

Cardiff Country Store Places to Eat 

Graham's Restaurant (Truck Stop Restaurant) Places to Eat 

House in the Village Bed & Breakfast Places to Stay 

Inukshuk Manor B & B Places to Stay 

Magnificent Hill Places to Eat 

Mirrors Café and Lounge Places to Eat 

Moonlight Bay Tent and Trailer Park Places to Stay 

Park Cottages Places to Stay 

Parkwood Beach Resort Places to Stay 

Paudash Lake Marina Places to Eat 
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Pine Grove Point Places to Stay 

Riverbank Cottages and Trailer Park Places to Stay 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #566 Cardiff Places to Eat 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. #624 Wilberforce Places to Eat 

Sandy Acres Resort Places to Stay 

Silent Lake Provincial Park Places to Stay 

Silver Springs Cottage Resort Places to Stay 

Somerset Inn Places to Stay 

South Algonquin Cookhouse Places to Eat 

South Algonquin Diner Places to Eat 

Sweet Comfort Bakery and Cottages Places to Stay 

Tamarack Lodge and Cottage Resort Places to Stay 

The Craftsman Restaurant Places to Eat 

Homestead Trailer Park Places to Stay 

Olde Ridge Authentic Barbecue Places to Eat 

Perfect Bite Eatery Places to Eat 

Terrace Inn Places to Stay 

White Pine Shores  Lakeside Retreat & Golf Course Places to Stay 

 

Natural Heritage Sites 

Baptiste - Elephant Lake Wetland Wetlands 

Camp Can-Aqua Children's Camp Outdoor Centres/Camps 

Camp Eden Woods Outdoor Centres/Camps 

Camp Northern Lights Outdoor Centres/Camps 

Camp Ponacka Outdoor Centres/Camps 

Camp Wanakita Outdoor Centres/Camps 

Central Paudash Lake Wetland Wetlands 

Centre Lake Scenic Destinations 

Crowe Valley Conservation Authority Conservation Authorities 

Eastern Paudash Lake Wetland- Inlet Bay Wetlands 

Esson Lake Wetland Complex Wetlands 

I. B. & O. Rail Trail Trails 

McCue Falls Waterfalls 

Moxley Lake Wetland Wetlands 

Paudash Lake Wetland - Joe Bay Wetlands 

Paudash Lake Wetland - North Bay Wetlands 

Red Oaks stand - Greenmantle Farm Gardens and Forests 

Silent Lake Nature Reserve Zone 1 Natural History Site 

Silent Lake Nature Reserve Zone 2 Natural History Site 
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Silent Lake Provincial Park Parks 

 

Outdoor Recreation 

Bicroft Ball Diamond Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Billings Lake Boat Launch - North Boat Launch 

Billings Lake Boat Launch - South Boat Launch 

Billings Lake Trail Trails, 

Buckskin Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Cardiff Basketball Courts Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Cardiff Outdoor Skating Rink Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Cardiff Park playground Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Cardiff Swimming Pool Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Centre Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Clement Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Colborne Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Contau Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Cope Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Dark (Pusey) Lake Boat Launch - North Boat Launch 

Dark (Pusey) Lake Boat Launch - South Boat Launch 

Dark (Pusey) Lake Picnic Area  Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

Deer Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Dyno Estates Park Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Eels Lake Boat Launch Boat launch 

Elephant Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Esson Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Farquhar Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Glamor Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Glamor Lake Picnic Area Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

Glamorgan Community Park Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

Gooderham (Pine) Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Gooderham Ball Diamonds Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Gooderham Community Outdoor Skating Rink Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Gooderham Community Park Walking Trail Trails, non-motorized 

Gooderham Lake Beach Public Beaches 

Gooderham Tennis Courts Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Grace Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Green's Mountain Trail Trails, motorized 

Haliburton ATV Trail - Gooderham Trail T3.7 Trails, motorized 

Haliburton ATV Trail - Hadlington Road Area T4.4 Trails, motorized 
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Haliburton ATV Trail - Wolfe Lake T3.8 Trails, motorized 

Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours: Gooderham – 
Salerno Lake Loop Trails, non-motorized 

Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours: Irondale 
River Route Trails, non-motorized 

Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours: Wilberforce 
Loop Trails, non-motorized 

Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours: Wilberforce-
Tory Hill Loop Trails, non-motorized 

Harcourt Baseball Diamond Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

Harcourt Community Centre Playground Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Highland Grove Park beside Community Centre Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Homesteader Trail Loop - Farr Road Trail Head Trails, multiuse 

Homesteader Trail Loop - Glamor Lake Trail Head Trails, multiuse 

Homesteader Trail Loop - Tory Hill Trail Head Trails, multiuse 

Horseshoe Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Irondale Ball Diamond Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Jordan Lake Boat Launch - North Boat Launch 

Jordan Lake Boat Launch - South Boat Launch 

Koshlong Lake Boat Launch - North Boat Launch 

Koshlong Lake Boat Launch - South Boat Launch 

Little Esson Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Loon Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Lumberjack Trail Trails, 

Monck Lake - Kinnear Road Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Monck Lake - Westfall Lane Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Moonlight Bay Tent and Trailer Park Resort Camping 

Parquin Trail Trails, 

Paudash Lake Boat Launch - Inlet Bay Boat Launch 

Paudash Lake Boat Launch - Lewis Rd Boat Launch 

Paudash Lake Boat Launch - North Bay Boat Launch 

Paudash Lake North Bay Beach Public Beaches 

Paudash Lake North Bay Beach Park Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

Pine Grove Point Camping 

Pine Lake Park Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

Prospector Trail Loop - Harcourt Trail Head Trails, multiuse 

Prospector Trail Loop - Wilberforce Trail Head Trails, multiuse 

Riverbank Cottages and Trailer Park Camping 

Salerno Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Silent Lake Provincial Park campsites Camping 

Silent Lake Provincial Park beaches Public Beaches 
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Silent Lake Provincial Park - Bonnie's Pond Trail Trails, Non-motorized 

Silent Lake Provincial Park - The Lakeshore Trail Trails, non-motorized 

Snowmobile Staging Area - Cardiff Country Store Trails, motorized 

Snowmobile Staging Area - Dyno Rd Trails, motorized 

Snowmobile Staging Area - Gooderham Trails, motorized 

Snowmobile Staging Area - Lloyd Watson Centre Trails, motorized 

Snowmobile Staging Area - Tory Hill Trails, motorized 

Tory Hill Community Park Park/Playground/Picnic areas 

White Pine Shores  Lakeside Retreat & Golf Course   

Wilberforce Ball Diamonds Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Wilberforce Basketball Courts Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Wilberforce Tennis Courts Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Wilberforce village park Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Wilberforce village playground Park/Playground/Picnic Areas 

Wilbermere Lake Beach Public Beaches 

Wilbermere Lake Boat Launch Boat Launch 

Wilbermere Lake Picnic Area Park/Playground/Picnic areas 
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Geology Ontario 
Mineral Data 
Inventory # 

Abandoned Mine Township Lot Conc.  Other Names 
Primary 
Mineral 

MDI31E01SE00200 Acmac Monmouth 34 14 CLARK FARM MINE; ACMAC Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00201 American Molybdenite Monmouth 32 15,16 
WHITE ELEPHANT; 
AMERICAN MOLYBDENITE 

Molybdenu
m 

MDI31D16NW00285 Anderson Monmouth 12 11 ANDERSON Gold 

MDI31E01SE00225 Bancroft Cardiff 4,5,6 22 
BANCROFT; CARDIFF 

PROPERTY 
Uranium 

 MDI31E01SE00132 Barnes Monmouth 35 14 BARNES Graphite 

MDI31D16NW00205 Bear Monmouth 2 9 BEAR Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00065 Bear Lake Glamorgan 33,34 13 BEAR LAKE Mica 

MDI31D16NW00280 Bear Lake Diggings Monmouth 9 10 
GIBSON ROAD; MADILL 
ROAD; BEAR LAKE DIGGINGS 

Apatite 
(Gemstones) 

MDI31E01SE00090 Best-Membry Cardiff 7 22 DEST-MEMBRY Mica 

MDI31D16NE00043 Bicroft (Centre Lake) Cardiff 27,28 11 BICROFT (CENTRE LAKE) Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00224 Bicroft (Croft) Cardiff 32 15 
BICROFT (CROFT); CROFT 
URANIUM; CROFT MINE 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00213 British Glamorgan 

32,33,3
4 / 

32,33,3
4,35  

4, / 5 

MANDARIN; BRITISH 
MOLYBDENITE; MANDARIN 
GLAMORGAN OCCURRENCE; 
MANDARIN OCCURRENCE 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00234 Buckhorn Glamorgan 25, 26 4 
BUCKHORN; BUCKHORN 

ROAD NEPHELINE 

Nepheline 

Syenite 

MDI31D16NW00075 Burnt River Monmouth 19 6 
BURNT RIVER; ORSER-
MCKENZIE - 1991 

Mica 

MDI31D16NW00094 Burroughs Lot Monmouth 15 12 
BURROUGHS LOT; EARLE; 
BROUWER-SIMPSON 

Rare Earth 
Elements 

MDI31D15SE00051 Campbell Snowdon 32 5 CAMPBELL - 1991 

Marble 

(building 
stones) 

MDI31D16NE00172 Canada Radium Cardiff 
8,9,10,1
1 / 7.8.9 

12, / 13 
CANADA RADIUM; 
CHEDDAR MINE 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00204 Canadian All  Metals Monmouth 6 or 8? 9 
C.A.M. MINE; CAMEX; 
CANADIAN ALL METALS 

Uranium 
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MDI31D16NE00032 Canadian Dyno Mine Cardiff 12 7,8,9 

CANADIAN DYNO MINE; 
CANADIAN DYNO; 
INTERNATIONAL MOGUL 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00269 Car_Brew Cardiff 
2,3 / 

1,2,3,4 
19, /20 CARBREW; JOINER Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00234 Cardiff (North Zone) Cardiff 1, 2 / 3 19, / 20 

CARDIFF (NORTH ZONE); 

CARDIFF URANIUM MINES; 
CARDIFF FLUORITE MINES 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00233 Cardiff (South Zone) Cardiff 
A,1,2 / 2 
/ 1,3 / 3 

17 / 18 
/ 19 / 

20  

CARDIFF (SOUTH ZONE); 
RARE EARTH RESOURCES; 
IMPERIAL OIL; BARNES 

FARM; CARDIFF URANIUM 
MINES; CARDIFF FLUORITE 
MINES 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00206 Clark, A H Cardiff 10 12 CLARIC Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00066 Colbourne Creek Cardiff 10 12 COLBOURNE CREEK Calcite 

MDI31E01SE00012 Conc 16, Lot 34 & 35 Monmouth 34,35 16 

CONC 16 LOT 34&35; 
VIRGINIA GRAPHITE; 
TONKIN-DUPONT; 
WILBERFORCE; DUPLICATE 

OF AMIS #07022 

Graphite 

MDI31E01SE00014 Concession 13 Lot 32 Monmouth 32 13 CONCESSION 13 LOT 32 Graphite 

MDI31D16NE00061 Dixon Cardiff 
27 OR 

28? 

11 OR 

12? 
DIXON; DIXON MICA MINE Mica 

MDI31E01SE00328 Dwyer Monmouth 
32 or 

33? 
17 DWYER 

Molybdenu
m 

MDI31E01SE00091 Dwyer Cardiff 8 22 
DWYER; DWYER FLUORITE - 
2000 

Flourite 

MDI31D16NW00060 Dwyer, P . J. Glamorgan 31 6 FRAZER Feldspar 

MDI31E01SE00139 Elliott, W. Monmouth 34 17 ELLIOTT, W. Mica 

MDI31D16NE00035 Evans, Alex Cardiff 
11 OR 

12 
10 

EVANS, ALEX; O'BRIEN; 
TREASURE HILL; TOMLISON 
MULLIETTE 03340 

Molybdenu
m 

MDI31D16NW00203 Fairley Red Lake Monmouth 4 3 
FAIRLEY RED LAKE; 

SOVEREIGN; CASSIAR 
RAINBOW 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00235 Fission Cardiff 4, 5, 6 21 

FISSION; RICHARDSON; 
BAYCROFT; ONTARIO 
RADIUM; INTERNATIONAL 

RADIUM; WILBERFORCE 
MINERALS; URANEX 
RESOURCES 

Uranium 
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MDI31E01SE00222 Foster, D.E. Cardiff 20 15 FOSTER, D.E Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00020 Fraser Quarry Glamorgan 
29,30,3

1 
4 

FRASER QUARRY - 2000, 
GOODERHAM NEPHELINE - 
2000, FRASER - 1981 

Nepheline 
Syenite 

MDI31D16NW00207 Gibson, Albert Monmouth 13 13 GIBSON, ALBERT 
Molybdenu

m 

MDI31D16NW00236 Gill  Quarry Glamorgan 34 4 GILL QUARRY; GILL 
Nepheline 
Syenite 

MDI31E01SE00071 Godfrey Cardiff A 18 GODFREY Mica 

MDI31D16NW00019 Hadley Monmouth 7 8 HADLEY 

Granite 

(building 
stones) 

MDI31E01SE00221 Halo (No. 1 Adit) Cardiff 4 18 
HALO (NO. 1 ADIT); HALL 
LAK;E NORTHWEST ZONE 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00220 Halo (No. 2 Adit) Cardiff 4, / 5 18, / 18 
HALO (NO. 2 ADIT); HALL 
LAKE ZONE; HALO 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00218 Halo (Pyroxenite) Cardiff 6, / 6 17, / 18 
PYROXENITE; HALO 

(PYROXENITE) 
Uranium 

MDI31D15SE00096 Howland Snowdon 26 4 HOWLAND - 1982 Magnetite 

MDI31E01SE00049 Industrial Monmouth 30 15 HOLMES MINE; INDUSTRIAL Feldspar 

MDI31E01SE00167 Industrial Minerals Monmouth 29 14 
INDUSTRIAL MINERALS - 

1993 
Feldspar 

MDI31D16NE00217 Irondale South Group Monmouth 24 6 
IRONDALE SOUTH GROUP; 
LACANA 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00217 Joiner Cardiff 2 or 3? 20 JOINER 
Molybdenu
m 

MDI31D16NE00165 Kenmac Chibougamau Cardiff 6,7,8 14 
KENMAC CHIBOUGAMAU; 

GOULD 
Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00148 Lacana Monmouth 
27 OR 

28? 
8 

LACANA; DANCY ZONE; 

DANCEY ZONE; IRONDALE 
NORTH GROUP 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00209 Lillico, R. J. Monmouth 14,15 12 LILLICO, R.J.; LICCICO, R.J. 
Molybdenu
m 

MDI31E01SE00134 Liscomb Monmouth 34,35 15 LISCOMB 

Apatite 
(Gemstones)
, Mica 

MDI31D16NW00214 Little Glamor Glamorgan 34 13 

LITTLE GLAMOR; LITTLE 

BEAR; LITTLE GLAMOR 
(LITTLE BEAR) LAKE 

Molybdenu

m 
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MDI31D16NW00040 Lot 32 Glamorgan 32 3 LOT 32 
Nepheline 
Syenite 

MDI31D16NW00229 MacKay Monmouth 14 6 
CENTRAL NEPHELINE 
COMPLEX; MACKAY 

Nepheline 
Syenite 

MDI31E01SE00181 Marshall  Cardiff 8 21 MARSHALL - 1994 Flourite 

MDI31D16NE00161 Mathews-McMahon Cardiff 12 11 MATHEWS-MCMAHON 
Molybdenu
m 

MDI31D16NW00024 Maxwells Glamorgan 2 6 
MAXWELLS; MAXWELLS 
CROSSING QUARRY 

Marble 
(building 
stones) 

MDI31D16NW00038 McCue Monmouth 16 10, 11 MCCUE; HALLS Mica 

MDI31D16NW00031 Millar's Phosphate Monmouth 15 11 

MILLAR'S PHOSPHATE MINE; 
GIBSON ROAD; 
MONMOUTH 

Apatite 
(Gemstones) 
/ Phosphate 

MDI31D16NW00068 Minnicock Lake Glamorgan 28 15 MINNICOCK LAKE Mica 

MDI31E01SE00190 Molybdenum Products Monmouth 33 16 
MOLYBDENUM PRODUCTS - 

1994 

Molybdenu

m 

MDI31D16NE00158 Mooney, John Cardiff 18 9 

MOONEY, JOHN; MOONEY; 
PAUDASH LAKE 
MOLYBDENITE - 2000 

Molybdenu
m 

MDI31E01SE00021 National Graphite Cardiff 9,10,11 22 

NATIONAL GRAPHITE; 
MUMFORD; HARCOURT 
GRAPHITE; SPACE 
MINERALS; BLACK DONALD; 

NEW YORK GRAPHITE 

Graphite 

MDI31D16NW00259 New York Glamorgan 27, 28 15 
NEW YORK; STORMY LAKE 
(NEW YORK) 

Iron 

MDI31D16NE00088 North Ward Monmouth 
23 or 

24? 
12 NORTH WARD Mica 

MDI31D16NW00199 Nu-Age Monmouth 7 10 
OLD SMOKY; OLD SMOKEY; 
NU-AGE 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00210 Nu-Age Cardiff 8 21 
NU-AGE (TRIPP); TRIPP; 
INDUSTRIAL MIN. CORP. 

Uranium 

MDI31D16SW00092 Nu-Cycle Glamorgan 
25,26,2

7,28 / 
25,26 

2, / 3 NU-CYCLE; CAM MINES Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00220 Nu-World Glamorgan 
19, 20 / 

15, 16 
2, / 3 

NU-WORLD; NU-WORLD 
URANIUM MINES 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00208 Padwell, G. Monmouth 11 15 
GEORGIA LAKE; PADWELL, 

G. 

Molybdenu

m 

MDI31D16SW00033 Pickens Glamorgan 21 1 PICKENS Feldspar 
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MDI31D16NW00215 Pine Lake Glamorgan 35 4 

PINE LAKE;  PUSEY; PINE 
LAKE (PUSEY) OCCURRENCE; 
PUSEY IRON MINE 

Iron 

MDI31D16NE00156 Powell and Anderson Cardiff 6, 7 9 
POWELL AND ANDERSON; 
MOONEY; JOINER 

Molybdenu
m 

MDI31D16NW00120 Quarries Glamorgan 30,31 5 QUARRIES - 2000 

Marble 

(structural 
materials) 

MDI31D16NW00195 Rare Earth #1 Monmouth 20 8 LEAD-URA; RARE EARTH #1 Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00143 Rare Earth #2 Monmouth 

18,19,2
0 / 

18,19,2
0 

5, / 6 

BLUE ROCK CERIUM; 
STRATMAT; RARE EARTH #2; 
AMALGAMATED RARE 
EARTH #2 PROSPECT 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00043 Ritchie Glamorgan 23 4 
RITCHIE; RITCHIE CUT-

STONE 
Gabbro 

MDI31D16NW00197 Roford (East Group) Monmouth 13 13 ROFORD (EAST GROUP) Uranium 

MDI31D16NW00196 Roford (SW. Group) Monmouth 2 10 
ROFORD (SOUTH WEST 
GROUP) 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00145 Saranac (E. Showing) Monmouth 23, 24 8 SARANAC (E. SHOWING) Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00144 
Saranac (Zircon 
Showing) 

Monmouth 24 10 

TURTLE; ROSENBLAT; 
NORTH BUCKSKIN; 

SARANAC (ZIRCON 
SHOWING) 

Uranium 

MDI31D16NE00142 Silanco Monmouth 32 6 SILANCO Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00135 South Wilberforce Monmouth 35 15 
SOUTH WILBERFORCE; 

07026 
Graphite 

MDI31D16NE00152 Tomlison-Mulliette Cardiff 
11, 12, 

13 
10 

TOMLINSON-MULLIETTE; 
EVANS; O'BRIEN; TREASURE 

HILL; PICKERING METAL 
MINES 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00078 Tonkin Cardiff A,1 / A 20, / 21 TONKIN Graphite 

MDI31E01SE00018 Topspar Cardiff 13 22 TOPSPAR; CLARK; BALL Flourite 

MDI31D16NW00039 Tory Monmouth 13, 14 10 OLD MICA PIT; CHUBB; TORY Mica 

MDI31D16NE00076 Universal Monmouth 22 6 
UNIVERSAL SILICATES LTD.; 
UNIVERSAL 

Feldspar 

MDI31D16NE00141 Urotomic Monmouth 
18 or 

19? 
4 UROTOMIC Uranium 
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MDI31D16NW00194 Wadasa Monmouth 5 6 

WADASA GOLD MINES LTD.; 
WADASA; NORTHERN 
NUCLEAR; BANCROFT 
URANIUM 

Uranium 

MDI31E01SE00315 West Wilbermere Monmouth 30 
12 or 

13? 
WEST WILBERMERE Iron 

MDI31E01SE00196 
Wilberforce 

Molybdenite 
Monmouth 33 15 

WILBERFORCE MOLYBDEN; 

NEW FAR NORTH; 
AMERICAN MOLYBDENITE 
LTD. 

Molybdenu

m 
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Methodology 
Much of the information collected about the history of mining in Highlands East for this report was 

carried out before I was actually hired by the Cultural Planning Initiative.  I was collecting information 

for my late summer/early autumn (2013) exhibition ‘Bituminous Illuminations’ at the Rails End Gallery 

in Haliburton.  The exhibition contained a section on local mining history.  I borrowed local artifacts and 

collected hard copy snippets from books about local mining history and photographs to accompany the 

exhibition.  All of this information was obtained at the local library and with the assistance of Steven Hill, 

at the Haliburton Highlands Museum. All of the information collected from all written sources is 

summarized below. 

After being hired for this project, I was referred to the Mineral Deposits Inventory (MDI) website created 

by the Ontario Ministry of Northern Development and Mines.  This site can be accessed via Google Earth 

and contains much of the information I was looking for regarding old mine sites; their locations, years of 

operation, and their focus (iron, uranium, graphite, etc.).  I learned how to use the site and passed this 

information on to Adele Espina who agreed to transfer the information from the site on to her Cultural 

Asset Mapping. 

It was agreed that Adele and I approach the local newspapers, the Highlander and the Echo, to provide 

them with information on the process and to put out a call to local residents who may have worked in the 

mines or who may have information on local mining history.  This led to a series of interviews that I held 

with local people who had worked in the mines.  The information collected at these interviews is 

summarized below within the body of information collected on each mine site.  Each of those interviewed 

agreed and signed documents that allow the Cultural Planning Initiative to use the information in any way 

they chose.   

I also met with Pam Sangster, southern Ontario’s regional resident geologist at the Ministry offices in 

Tweed.  She allowed me access to the hard copy files that were used to create the MDI website.  Within 

these files are newspaper clippings about local mines, photos, and promotional materials among other 

interesting information regarding our mining history.  Photocopies of relevant information were collected 

and are summarized below.   
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Recommendations 
Upon commencing my work on the Cultural Planning Initiative, there was some discussion of using the 

information collected to create, at least initially, an online mining heritage museum for Highlands East.  I 

would recommend this happen.  There is certainly enough information available on local mining history 

to warrant the website.  There are numerous photos available of old mine sites, miners, news articles, 

mine blueprints and mining promotional materials to include on the site.  

There was also some discussion of the long term potential of creating a Mining Heritage Museum in 

Highlands East that you could actually visit in person. The fact, however, is that mining here was fairly 

short lived. There are likely not enough actual three dimensional artifacts from the local mines to warrant 

a museum solely dedicated to mining history.  Also, because the most intense activity was uranium 

mining, much of the artifacts were simply buried; likely to eliminate insurance related problems.   

That being said, a museum could work as an interesting destination if the scope is increased.  This might 

include searching for artifacts that may not have actually been in use here but are the kinds of machines 

and devices that were used in the local mines.  It might include increasing the scope of the museum to 

include other resource heritage information from sectors such as logging.  Another approach would be to 

combine a museum with a facility dedicated to mineral collecting (both ongoing and the history of such 

collecting). There is currently no place in the Municipality for the safe storage of historical artifacts and 

archives and this type of facility could also serve that purpose.   

There would have to be some discussion as to where a museum might be located.  By simply looking at 

the mining sector and the fact that most of the historically interesting operations took place in Irondale 

and the Cardiff it might be a consideration to put a museum somewhere roughly equidistant to those two 

locations. There are lots of other factors to consider in the development and placement of this type of 

facility.  
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Mining Heritage in Highlands East – An Overview 

From the late 19th century up until today, the Municipality of Highlands East has been poked and 

prodded by hundreds if not thousands of mining prospectors looking for the minerals that might make 

them rich. The municipality has been divided up into units, not unlike our lots and concessions, each unit 

claimed by an organization promoting the opportunity of investing in their piece of the Earth and the 

potential wealth that it would bring to those smart enough to jump on board.  

But the truth is, that while the area has become a prime destination for individuals seeking valuable and 

rare crystals, very little activity actually occurred here that created the wealth of metals once promised to 

potential share holders.  

A few mines cropped up that had short lives. There were the graphite mines near Harcourt; the mica, 

molybdenum, apatite and feldspar mines that led to the discovery of the great mineral collecting sites at 

the Bear Lake digs; and the nepheline quarries near Gooderham once used to provide glazes for pottery. 

In fact, besides these, there were really only two major mining operations in the area.  

The first were the iron mines of Snowden Township and surroundings worked in the late 1880’s and 

1890’s. Here, self proclaimed mining and railway barons, like Mr. Charles Pusey, came to the wilderness 

to create their fortunes and may have died trying. The mines just didn’t provide the quality ore that they 

were expecting. Mr. Pusey, and those before him, opened up the area, built large smelters and sent ore to 

the Cleveland area (where a shipment allegedly sank offshore). Luck was not with them.  

Pusey, who worked in the railway industry in both the United States and England in the first days of the 

new transportation system, built the local church and the railway that eventually connected the rail line 

traveling north to Haliburton and south to Toronto to Irondale and Bancroft: the I B&O.He was the 

obsessed wilderness king striving to build a community and get his product to markets beyond. He is 

indeed this area's most fascinating resource entrepreneur.  

The other and biggest mining operations were the uranium mines of the Cardiff area. These operated 

mostly during the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s. These were mines that provided the area with great hopes of 

employment and for awhile they did just that. Many men were housed and employed by the mines. The 

town of Cardiff exists only because it was built as a miners’ village. Towns like Cheddar prospered for a 

short while. It was also the time when the mines sent lead lined demijohns of “radium water” by rail to 

Toronto hospitals to cure and build the body.  

Unfortunately, for locals who were employed in the uranium mines, the duration of the mineswas short 

and most closed in the early 1960’s. The quality of the materials could not compete with new more 

profitable finds in places like Elliot Lake and the operators packed up and moved on. That being said, 

there are still many living in the area that worked as young men in these mines.  

Despite the relatively short duration and limited success of local mines the area profited by their 

existence. They brought people into the area, created villages and led to discoveries of the rare and 

museum quality mineral crystals which are still searched for by collectors today. The Municipality of 

Highlands East remains one of the most important mineral collecting areas in the country. It is impossible 

to visit a geological museum display in the country without seeing something from this area. 
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Mine Sites 

Snowdon iron mines 

· discovered 1870 to 1875 by W. Robinson of Bobcaygeon and J.B. Campbell of Port Perry  

· in 1875, a Toronto lawyer named Short opened the Victoria Iron Mine and tried to get the iron 

out by horse and wagon over pioneer trails- some ore reached Cleveland  

· sometime between 1875 and 1878, Toronto investor M. Miles opened the Snowden Iron Mine 

Company 

(Snowden Lot 20, Con 1) and finished the six and ¾ mile Victoria Railway from Howland to 

Devil’s Creek on the Burnt River in Snowdon Township to connect with the mine – it took two 

years to build - about 1,000 tons of ore was shipped to the USA 

· Miles went broke but two men from Chicago, Parry and Mills, took over the mine and built a big 

iron smelter at Furnace Falls near Devil’s Creek (soon renamed Irondale) on the Burnt River 

· in 1880, Charles Pusey patented Lot 35, Con 4 Glamorgan (the Pine Lake Mine?) for magnetite 

· in 1881, Pusey came up from New York state to form the Toronto Iron Company – he set up a 

railway to serve the mines in 1884 – the company owned about 35,000 acres of land in Snowden, 

Monmouth, Glamorgan, Herschel and Cardiff townships – he patented Lots 30 and 31 Con 13 

Glamorgan (the National Mine?)  

· Pusey bought the smelters in 1887 just before they were destroyed by fire  

· Pusey built the Irondale church in 1889  

· Pusey extended the railway calling it the Irondale, Bancroft and Ottawa Railway – it was finished 

over time in 10 mile sections – Rumour has it that he needed to get the tracks to Gooderham by a 

certain date to get a certain government grant to help with the project.  Having a shortage of 

tracks, he lifted up the track behind the train engine, moved the track to the front of the engine, 

drove ahead, lifted up the track behind the engine again and moved it ahead in this way to get to 

Gooderham on time.  The railway town of Wilberforce was originally called Pusey.   

· Pusey opened a store – miners houses sprang up 

· Besides the mines noted above there are records for the following: 

o Howland Mine, Lot 26, Con 4, Snowden – magnetite ore – 1880 –shipped about 1,500 

tons in 1881 and 1882 

o Imperial Mine, Lot 33, Con 3, Snowden? 

o New York Mine, Lot 27, Con 15, Glamorgan  

o Padwell Mine 

· Pusey died in 1899 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn 

· Pusey was born 1836 Chester Pennsylvania 
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· in 1869/70 Pusey was in the railway supply business in New York – he was also employed by the 

railways in London, England 

· from 1870 to 1876, he was president of the Hudson Suspension Bridge and New England 

Railway  

· from 1871 to 1873 and from 1877 to 1878 he was the general manager of the Sodus Pointt and 

Southern Railway 

· More than anyone else, Pusey is thought of as the man most responsible for opening up 

Haliburton County.  Despite his failings (Ballantine suggests his proposals were grandiose.), he is 

like a local hero, the king of the Haliburton mines.  After his work abroad, he longed to be a local 

resource development and railway baron and poured everything he had into the area.  He 

envisioned the establishment of large furnaces, producing 22,000 tons of iron annually, 

consuming 87,600 cords of wood in the process.  The furnaces and mines were to employ 

hundreds of men and families would settle nearby to cut wood and provided farm produce to 

sustain the community.  The local reaction was one more closely linked to reality and Pusey had a 

hard time paying his bills.  But he was relentless and the effort may have killed him. 

· the sulphur content of the ore made the mines unprofitable and they closed for good in 1900 

Uranium mines 

· the first discovery of uranite radium ore near Wilberforce was by W. M. Richardson in 1922 – he 

opened trenches and pits on Lots 4 and 5 Con 21 and Lot 4 Con 22 – the Richardson (Fission) 

Mine    

· the first period of radioactive mineral exploration in the area was between 1927 and 1936, the 

second 1947 to 1953, the third 1953 and 1954 

· between 1954 and 1956, uranium exploration was carried out on about 125 properties in the area 

between Bancroft, Haliburton and Bobcaygeon   

· the productive mines were the Bicroft and Dyno 

· in 1960, when the mines were rumoured to be closing, Father Henry J. Maloney of Bancroft 

became the representative for a large group of concerned citizens who wanted guarantees that the 

mine would remain open – he went to Ottawa to meet with Diefenbaker to get assurances of 

renewed mining contracts    

Cardiff Uranium Mines 

· between 1927 and 1936, as the Ontario Radium Corporation (and later as other variations), 

underground operations on the Richardson property at Wilberforce 

· around 1929, lead lined demijohns of “radium water” were picked up by the I.B.&O. Railway 

three times a week for shipment to St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto  - It was believed that the 

water could cure and build the body.  

· 150 ton capacity mill built 
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· reopened 1947 to 1955 by Fission Mines Ltd., underground development by Cardiff Flourite 

Mines, then Cardiff Uranium Mines Ltd. 

· in 1954, consisted of Lots A and 1 and north half Lot 2 Con 27; Lot 2 Con 28; south half Lots 1, 

2, 3 Con 29?, Cardiff Township 

· -contains a rare mineral that collectors love called flour-richterite as well as good samples of 

apatite, sodalite, cancrinite, peristerite and labradorite   

Canadian Dyno Mines 

· Con 7, 8, 9, Lot 12 Cardiff Township 

· discovered 1953 

· in operation with a 1,000 ton mill from 1958 to 1960 

· employed a maximum number of 437 people in 1959 

· lower than expected grade ore 

· several men were killed at the mine 

· in 1960, Dyno Mine manager P. S. Cross was quotes as saying that, “ There is no more radiation 

in a uranium mine than there is in a gold or copper mine.” 

Cliff Stoughton interview 

· Cliff Stoughton worked at the mine for three weeks doing carpentry work just before it closed in 

the early 1960’s – he was building bunk houses for the men and headframes 

Ken Sanderson interview 

· Ken Sanderson worked at the Dyno Mine in the early 1960’s, for the last 17 months that it was 

open – he was a lab technician in the Radiometric Division – he worked on the dry side (the side 

without chemicals) of the lab doing assays for the ore – reports from both sides had to have 

results within 5% of each other – the reports were critical to the milling of the uranium ore – he 

worked with crushed ore samples to determine how the amount of uranium per unit ore 

· big tanks of sulphuric acid and salt were combined into a brine that was used to extract the 

uranium form the ore – his tests determined how much brine solution was required for a 

particular drift of ore 

· nothing was milled under a half pound of ore per ton or uranium – was then slag 

· 125 men were bunked at the mine – there was a big baseball diamond on site 

· before he worked there Ken owned Sanderson Dairies and provided milk to the men staying at 

the mine site – he also provided dairy products door to door in Cardiff when it was first built but 

stopped because the poor condition of the roads was destroying his truck – he sold the dairy to 

Kawartha and went to teaching school – he didn’t finish his teaching training but his experience 

there led to his being hired at the mine   
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· Ken has a vile of yellow cake, the fine yellow powder that was the final product produced at the 

mine and shipped to the nuclear reactor Port Hope – everyone who worked in the lab was given 

one by the chief chemist (Roy Serrie?) when the mine closed  

· nobody at the mine worked with clothing to protect them from radiation but you did if you 

worked in the warehouse with the suphuric acid 

· after the mine closed, the owners were required to clean the patuka (?) tubes, the huge vats that 

contained the acid – Albert Salte, the union president, and the first guy lowered down to do the 

job died while doing it – they thought he had had a heart attack – the second guy down also 

became faint while doing the job – they didn’t know but realized that it was the gases in the vats 

that killed Albert 

· also when the mine closed there was a dispute about severance pay – Ken was asked by the union 

to represents their interests in Ottawa – he met with the federal Minister of Mines – he got some 

but not all of the money that they were asking for    

Fab Metal Mines – Aumacho River Mines 

· located exactly south-west of Dyno 

Bicroft Uranium Mines   

· Con 11 Lots 27, 28; Con 14 Lots 30, 31; Con 15 Lots 26 to 30; Con 16 Lots 30 to 32, Cardiff 

Township 

· originally called Centre Lake Uranium Mines 

· open 1955 to 1963 

· employed a maximum number of 619 people in 1958 

· 28 miles of tunnels were opened up   

· had a mill of 1,100 ton daily capacity 

· made its first shipment of uranium precipitates, valued at $100,000 in Dec. 1956 

· men were killed at the mine 

· in 1958, two men named James Hutter and Leonard Kelly invented a new highly efficient 

uranium electronic ore sorter while working at Bicroft – it was first used there 

Andy Freymond interview 

· Andy Freymond worked at the mine during the late summer of 1961 until June 1963 when the 

mine closed – he was an underground miner – he was on what was called the “clean down” – 

after the ore was extracted from the rock walls of the tunnels, it was hung up on a “bench” where 

high pressure water was used to move it into a chute – from there it was moved out of the tunnels 

using rail cars – they used a shovel to collect the ore called a “banjo” because they had to do a lot 

of “picking” through gravel to collect the ore – basically, after the ore came down the chute they 

had to collect it from the ground and from inside the bottom of the chute into the rail cars for 

transit 
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· Andy said that the ore was a pegmatite, the only one he knew of that was radioactive enough to 

warrant mining for uranium – the high grade areas of the pegmatite seemed rotten - when you 

were working in an area where the uranium content of the ore was high, there was a sweet oily 

smell 

· No one was worried about radioactivity – they were told that as long as the air flow through the 

tunnels was good there was no problem – although occasionally you did end up working in a still 

air area – some of the underground miners that he knew did eventually die of cancer – he thinks it 

was because they smoked 

· Andy said that as far as he knew the ore was more radioactive than the yellow cake (the final 

product) – he was told that milling reduced the radioactivity of the material 

· if you were a “greenhorn”, you had to travel underground with someone who knew the network 

of tunnels or you could get lost – there were 13 levels of tunnels  

· when coming up from underground, you had to change clothes right away because they were wet 

– one guy never cleaned his clothes or bathed and he stunk – the other miners got permission 

from the shift boss to throw him in the shower 

· occasionally you were given different orders from the captain, the underground superintendant 

and the shift boss – their power struggle was frustrating  

· according to Andy, occasionally when a miner was annoyed at a shift boss, he would chase the 

boss out of the tunnel with a four foot drill steel – there were a lot of what he describes as hot 

headed French Canadians working underground – of the 300 men underground when he was 

there, at least 80% were French Canadian    

· Andy said it was the best job he ever had – a simple physical job with much comraderie 

Rare Earth Mining Company 

· originally Rare Earth and Blue Rock Cerium Mines 

· No. 1 shaft, Lot 20 Con 8, Monmouth Township 

· No. 2 shaft, Lot 19 Con 6, Monmouth Township 

· they can be found down the old Hadlington Road 

Cliff Stoughton interview 

· Cliff Stoughton worked at Rare Earth Mine as a labourer – he was part of a clean-up crew that 

carried debris out of the adit – he would drag out rail cars full of ore – he worked there for the last 

month of the operation – he was sad when the mines closed because they paid well and work was 

scarce – the locals welcomed the work provided by the mines – he believes that the mines were a 

cash grab – the owners may have received good money from the government to open then, they 

got out of them what they could and got out  

Jack Neville interview 
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· Jack Neville worked at the Blue Rock Mine as a young man about 20 years old in the 1950’s.  It 

was only open for a few years. Jack was a gopher / jack of all trades.  He worked days but there 

were also night shift jobs.  He was hired with his friend Lewis Cowan.  The hirer asked them if 

they could climb.  He got the job when he said he could but he really couldn’t.  He was there 

when they were building the headframe.  He would wear out a pair of leather gloves every 2 to 3 

days.  He worked there for around 2 years until the mine closed.  It was the best job that he ever 

had.   

· Jack said that there about 25 to 30 guys working there on the surface and many more 

underground. 

· Apparently many of the fellows working at the mine would do little work but enjoyed the pay 

cheque. 

· There were bunk houses set up at the site for the miners.  Jack tried to sleep there but couldn’t.  

There were Italian immigrant miners and Quebecers who played cards at all hours.  The miners 

wore rubber clothes in the mine.  They would put their underclothes, which were soaked, in a 

wire net hopper which was pulled to the ceiling of the bunk house where it was hot and the 

clothes would dry.   

· Jack was sent down the adit one day to fetch a Geiger counter that the boss wanted – He heard 

what he described as a “snick snick” sound which indicated that the dynamite was about to 

explode – He ran out of the mine to get away from it – The only thing hurt was “his feelings” – 

The foreman who sent him down was horrified; he had forgotten that the dynamite was about to 

go.   

· Jack was unaware of other accidents. 

· Apparently a lot of the slag from the mines was used on local roads. 

· When the mine closed, the bosses asked Jack and Lewis to go with them to another mine “up 

north” but Jack couldn’t.  He was looking after his sick father who had heart trouble.  He lived to 

be 83 years old. 

Saranac Uranium Mines 

· located just north of Rare Earth  

Hercules Uranium Mines 

· somewhat south and west of Blue Rock  

Halo Uranium Mines 

· two adits 1955-56, northwest Cardiff township 

· Jack Neville suggested that this mine was also amalgamated with the Rare Earth and Blue Rock 

mines 

· this mine is also found down the old Hadlington Road  

Anuwon Uranium Mines  
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· just north of Halo  

Nu-Age Uranium Mine 

· opened 1950, Monmouth Township 

· inferior grade and a short life span 

Canadiam All Metals Exploration 

· 1955, Gooderham, Lots 5,6,7,8,9 Con 9; Lot 6 Con 8  

Cheddar / Canada Radium Mine 

· incorporated 1926, began operations 1932 

· Lots 7-11 Con 12 and Lots 7, 8 Con 13, Cardiff Township 

· Lot 11 Con 12 acquired 1955  

· was named after Cheddar in England 

· there were settlers at Cheddar logging and farming long before the mine opened – Elva Bate’s 

husband Harry’s great grandfather was the postmaster in the 1880’s 

· between 1929 and 1936, underground operations  

· the mine was open from 1932 to 1936 and 1940 to 1942 

· by 1932, most of the settlers had left but the Jeffrey’s, Bates’ and Sweets’ were still there – the 

families welcomed the mine and the jobs that it provided – no one knew at the time that uranium 

was bad for you and, according to local doctors, radium water was considered to have healing 

affects  

· according to Dobrzensky, during the winter in the 1930’s, when the town was cut off from 

cililization, supplies were cadged in on sleighs from Wilberforce – there was also underground 

spring water which the mine marketed in Toronto – it was collected in yellow and white jugs and 

labeled “Spring water – Cheddar Radium Mine” – it sold well 

· a 100 ton mill was completed in 1940 and closed in 1942 

· Canadium Radium Corporation , 1954, tried again 

· the men formed a hockey team that played against other communities such as Wilberforce 

· the mine is capped – the gravel pit that I saw might have been the debris that came out of the 

shaft 

· apparently since I was there someone has been in and cordoned off the property claiming it is 

private  

· there were still remains of the town in 2012 
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Elva Bates interview 

· Elva bates lived in Cheddar from 1953 to 1955 – her husband was a boy of around 12 years when 

the mine was open – Harry’s brother Clarence worked in the mine - there was a grave stone 

behind Elva’s house – there were still mining buildings there then and some related structures 

still there around 10 years ago when I visited the site   

Kenmac Chibougamau Mine 

· was immediately north of the Dyno site 

Cardiff village 

· around 1956, was built to house the workers of the 1950’s uranium mines 

· Bicroft estates and Dyno estates were also built for the top brass of the mines 

· you had to move if you decided to work for the other mine  

Graphite 

Diamond Virginia Graphite Mine  

· Operated by DuPont and Tompkins of the United States 

· the first graphite mine in Monmouth Township 

· work was underway before 1910 

· several mines provide ore 

· a track laid on a high bridge connected the railway to the mill, the cars pulled over the track by a 

cable  

· the graphite was used for pencils and lubricants 

· fifty men were employed here  

· the graphite was shipped to Germany until the mine closed in 1915 

· as of 1981, the mine building foundations could still be found near Wilberforce dam 

New York Graphite Mine 

· Harcourt area, 1912, a mill 

· later named National Graphite 

· until 1915 to 1919 

· drilled again in 1951 by Black Donald Division of Frobisher Ltd. 

· dewatered and drilled again 1952, 1953 and 1962  
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Mica, Molybdenum, Apatite and Feldspar  

· In March 1899, R. Dixon was actively mining mica at Paudash Lake while James best had a mica 

mine in Cardiff. He presented the new editor of the Bancroft Times with a sample of peacock 

copper for his window which came from another of his Cardiff mines.   

· Both mica and molybdenum were shipped commercially from Monmouth Township during 

World War I.  Girls were employed to cut, flake and square or trim mica for shipment.  One use 

was for insulation for stoves and electrical equipment.   

· In the 1920’s, black mica was found on Otter Creek in Monmouth Township and was drawn out 

by Garnet Lee.  

· In the 1930’s, molybdenum and feldspar were mined in Monmouth Township and shipped out by 

rail. 

· During World War II, two mica mines were operating in Monmouth Township with mica being 

shipped by freight cars to Niagara Falls. 

· Apatite was used as fertilizer 

· several small molybdenum properties were opened up near Cardiff between 1910 and 1917 

Liscombe Mica Mine 

· provided material for munitions during the war  

The Bear Lake digs 

· Madill Road between Glamor Lake and Tory Hill  

· The Bear Lake digs are the first publically protected mineral collecting destination in Ontario if 

not all of Canada.  They are a major mineral collecting site for mica and apatite as well as titanite, 

amphibole and feldspar.  

The Tory Hill Marble and Mica Company, Lot 33, Con 13, 1919 

· no information 

Millar mica and apatite mine, Gibson Road 

· still a major mineral collecting site (see mineral collecting sites below) 

American Molybdenites Ltd. 

· situated on the south side of Fleming Road in Monmouth Township 

· work began 1917 

· 900 tons of ore mined and 86 tons shipped to the Department of Mines in Ottawa and Renfrew 

· 320 pounds of molybdenite produced 

· poor grade led to closure in 1921 
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Other molybdenum properties 

· Orr-Kidd property, 1914, 1915 

· Paudash Lake property, 1917  

· Evans property, 1910 to 1914 

· Joiner property, opened 1917, passed to Cardiff Molybdenite Mines 1920, United Molybdenite 

Corporation 1922, Shallberg Molybdenite Company 1935, Ventures Limited 1936, further 

explored 1965 

· Brough Lake Molybdenite Limited 1937 

Nepheline 

The Fraser Quarry 

· in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, the nepheline pegmatite quarry was operated on Lot 30 Con 4 

Glamorgan Township provided jobs in the area 

· it also included Lots 29 and 31 Con 4 Glamorgan Township 

· There is a photo of men working this mine on Page 150 of Elva Bates’ Glamorgan book 

· A siding was built from the I.B.&O. track to the site to deliver ore 

· the quarry can be reached by walking behind the home of Sharon Stoughton-Craig on Tamarack 

Lake Road 

· Lot 30 was originally owned by Thomas Madill who bought it in 1918 – in 1935, he entered into 

an agreement to Jack Fraser granting the feldspar and nepheline rights – it was worked at least 

until 1938  

Gill Quarries 

· Lot 34 Con 5 mined 1938 and Lot 24 Con 4, both Glamorgan Township 

Others 

· around 1910, three small pits referred to as the Buckhorn Road nepheline rocks were sunk on a 

nepheline syenite band on Lots 25 and 26 Con 4 Glamorgan Township  

Granite 

· In the 1930’s granite was quarried in Monmouth Township for tombstones. 
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Mineral Collecting Sites (once mines or quarries) 

· Fraser quarry near Gooderham: sodalite, zircon, corundum, horneblende 

· Miller Mine near Tory Hill: apatite, sphene, feldspar, horneblende, calcite   

· Fission (Richardson) Mine near Wilberforce: uraninite, apatite, hornblende, zircon, sphene, 

fluorite 

· Bicroft Mine near Cardiff: uraninite, horneblende, mica, zircon, epidote, fluorite 

· Desmont Mine off of Cedar Lake Road near Wilberforce: diopside, actinolite, feldspar, 

pyroxenite, calcite 

· Saranac Mine at the Momouth garbage dump: zircon, thorite 
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Appendix 1 

Meetings 

Stephen Hill – October 29 (by phone) 

Elva Bates – October 30, 2013 

Michael Bainbridge – November 2, 2013 

Jack Neville – November 14, 2013 

Sharon Stoughton-Craig – December 1, 2013 

Ken Sanderson – December 6, 2013 

Andy Freymond – December 9, 2013 

Pam Sangster, Regional Resident Geologist, Southern Ontario, Ontario Ministry of Northern 

Development and Mines – December 9 and 10, 2013  
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Appendix 2 

Artifacts and their locations 

Equipment 

Elva Bates has Nathan Bates’ marking hammer for marking the ownership of cut logs once they reach a 

skidway.  

Sharon Stoughton-Craig has some artifacts from the Fraser Nepheline Quarry including a section of the 

rail line and a scoop for collecting the ore.  She believes that there also might be a rail car in the bush near 

the site.  

Pam Sangster knows the location of mining equipment that, if not actually used at the Highlands East 

mines, are the same machinery that would have been used here – she would be willing to help me obtain 

these if a physical museum was to be built.     

Documents  

Pusey photos, obituary and 1951 iron memorial – Irondale Church (the iron came from the mine in 1881) 

Tory Hill Marble and Mica Co. Ltd. Shares certificate – Sharon Stoughton-Craig 

Photographs 

The house where Stan Hodgson had his mining headquarters, Lot 26 Con 6, Gooderham – Elva Bates via 

Ron Barr (Hodgson provided geological consulting services to several local companies.) 

Ross Raby and Jimmy Dewey in a mining tent, Depot Field, Pencil Lake, June 1956 – Elva Bates via 

James Dewey  

The Hodgson Gooderham mining office – Gary Blundell 

Three photos of the mining buildings at Cheddar – Elva Bates (One of the photos is a headframe picture 

that she copied for the Haliburton Highlands Museum) A big rock from the County Rd. 503 used to sit in 

the lobby of the Royal Ontario Museum up until the “crystal” was built  

Photocopies of photos, Gary Blundell 

· No. 1 shaft and ore pile, 1956, Bicroft Uranium Mines, Cardiff Township  

· Headframe and disused mill, 1942, Canada Radium Mine, Cardiff Township 

· Headframe, 1956, Canada Dyno Mine, Cardiff Township 

· Headframe, service buildings, 1956, Cardiff Uranium Mine, Cardiff Township 

· No. 1 adit, July 30, 1956, Halo Uranium Mines, Cardiff Township 

· Mill, near Wilberforce, 1956, Nu-Age Uranium Mines 

· No. 1 shaft, 1956, Rare Earth Mining Company, Monmouth Township 

· No. 2 shaft, 1956, Rare Earth Mining Company, Monmouth Township 

· Bicroft uranium mill shaft house during construction, 1956 
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· Headframe at Centre Lake Uranium Mine 

· the Bicroft Mine, 1960 

· three photos of the Cheddar mine headframe and other buildings 

· Geological map, surface workings, part Lot 31 Con 17, Desmont Mining Corporation, Monmouth 

Township  

Ken Sanderson has photos taken in the labs at the Dyno Mine which he would be willing to lend me if we 

pursue the creation of an online mining heritage museum or physical museum location.  They are of the 

lab, offices, cafeteria and mine buildings.  He also has a vile of yellow cake that he would be willing to 

donate to a physical museum.  

Andy Freymond gave me a series of 16 photos of him working underground in the Bicroft Mine.  I have 

notes on each of the photos.  He also gave me a series of mine blueprints from level 13, the deepest, that 

he recovered from the garbage.  He also has good photos of the Faraday Mine in Hastings Township 

where he also worked underground including a “team” photo of the underground night shift crew which 

he was part of and pictures underground of huge (four feet?) quartz or fluorite crystals – the crystals were 

destroyed during the mining process.  

Pam Sangster, in her offices, has good photographs of all of the uranium photos that I have photocopies 

of.  She would be willing to send these to me if we were to create an online museum.   

Rock Samples 

There are a number of private and public collections of rocks that include samples from local mine sites.  

Private collectors include Michael Bainbridge and Robert Beckett.  Michael has a list of and access to 

these collectors.   I have some iron from the Snowden Mines.  

The offices of Pam Sangster contain samples of minerals and core samples collected at the Highlands East 

mines which I could access if we were to build a physical museum.   

The Haliburton Highlands Museum 

There are a number of artifacts at the Haliburton Highlands Museum.  (please see attached email to me 

from Steven Hill)   

Information Collected from the Ontario Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 

I collected copies of a number of different items from files in Pam Sangster’s offices used to create their 

Mineral Deposits Inventory: 

· Irondale (a typed 1881 report called, “Report on Mineral Lands of the Toronto Iron Company” by 

Charles Pusey) 

· Bicroft Mine (news photos of the buildings 1956 and 1960, a Globe & Mail article and others 

1955, a 1954 photo from Satterly of the adit, a 1956 photo from a source called Sabatini, 

historical articles from 1986 with photos of the buildings ((and the headframe at Dyno)) by Bob 

Lyons at the Bancroft Times, a 1958 Northern Miner article about the new K & H Electronic 

Sorter, a 1985 Bancroft Times article about how the Bicroft Mine buildings were being reopened 
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for new industry, a 1983 memo about a 1980 dam failure ((the dam was built around 1960 to 

control the flow of water containing radium from the uranium tailings)), several 1986 to 1989 

Bancroft Times articles about the concern of Paudash Lake residents about water contamination 

from the Bicroft and Dyno tailings)  

· Cardiff Uranium Mine (a promotional sheet including a photo of the buildings, 1954 photos and 

articles from the Northern Miner, Sabina directions to the mine) 

· Dyno Mine (1956 and 1957 photos from the Northern Miner) 

· Rare Earth / Blue Rock / Halo (1955 and 1956 merger articles and photos from the Northern 

Miner, 1955 promotional materials) 

· Canada Radium Mine (Sabina directions to the mine site and 1 1932 photo of the buildings)  

· Kenmac Chibougamau Mine (Sabina directions to the mine site, promotional materials) 

· Richardson (Fission) Mine (Sabina directions to the mine site with 1932/33 photos) 

· Halo Uranium Mines (1955 promotional material)  

· Saranac Uranium Mines (1956 promotional material)  

· Fab Metal Mines – Aumacho River Mines (promotional material)  

· Anuwon Uranium Mines (1955 promotional material)  

· Hercules Uranium Mines (1955 promotional material) 

· a 1982 photo on an adit, Clark-Ball-Topspar, Lot 13 Con 22, Cardiff 

· Sabina directions to the Wilberforce (Virginia) Graphite Mine with photos from 1914 

· Sabina directions to the Harcourt Graphite Mine with photos from 1916 (built by the New York 

Graphite Company)  

· map 1957b, Ontario Department of Mines, working mines in the Haliburton-Bancroft area 

*Note: All of the photographic and documentary information collected came from hard copy sources.  

Only some of this information is available in a digital format.  We may need to have a discussion about 

what we want scanned or, in a few cases, ask to be provided by the Ontario Ministry of Northern 

Development and Mines.   
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On Tuesday, October 29, 2013 8:19 PM, Steve Hill <shill@haliburtonhighlandsmuseum.com> wrote: 

Dear Gary:  

Concerning mining operations in Highlands East, we have very little, but will pass on the following: 

Artifacts: 

Radium Water Dispenser:  Earthenware /Crockery; bearing label “Radium / Water / Radium Health 
Products / Of Canada / Toronto   Canada”.  
  
Said to have contained water from the Cheddar Radium Mines [UNCONFIRMED].  (Cat. No. 968.46.4). 
  
Photographs: 

Canada Radium Mine, Cheddar, Ont.   
-Shaft house.  c/f Elva Bates.  (Cat. No. 994.45.1). 
-Mechanical Room (?).  c/f Dr. Brian Lucas.  (Cat. No. 006.39.15). 
-Shaft House.  c/f Dr. Brian Lucas.  (Cat. No. 006.39.16). 

  
Some of the Austin family of Haliburton Village were involved in the Cheddar operation.  Elwood Austin 
of Haliburton married Madeline Lucas.  Her father, John Lucas, was one of the grand old men of 
Haliburton, & kept abreast of developments within Haliburton County, both inside & outside of his home 
in the village.  This would likely account for 2 of the above Cheddar photos being found among the Lucas 
photographs.  There is some brief historical information concerning the Cheddar operation & a photo of 
the shaft house in “They Worked and Prayed Together / Italians in Haliburton County”, by Leopolda 
Dobrzensky (1988). 
  
Documents: 

 Fission Mines. 
  
Stock Certificates – 
             -2000 shares, dated 15-10-1946.  (Cat. No. 995.15.5). 

-750 shares, dated 16-12-1946.  (Cat. No. 995.15.6). 
  
Uranium operation.  Exact location unknown, somewhere East of Wilberforce; presumably Haliburton 
County, but may have been over in Hastings County.  Gerry Pitt was an engineer w. the company.  He 
resided in a cottage on Farquar Lake.  [This information c/f Jack Hunter, who donated the Certificates to 
the H.H.M.  They were issued to his father Ed Hunter]. 
  
 Hope this information is of use to your research, Gary.  If the above photographs are used in any 
publications or promotional materials, please credit the Haliburton Highlands Museum. 
  
Thank you for your interest.  Regards, Stephen Hill (Curator). 



Cultural Planning Questionnaire  

Municipality of Highlands East 

SPECIAL INVITATION 

To the Highlands East Community 

A Cultural Planning Project is being undertaken by Highlands East Council. 

Participation is important from all ages. 

It is about our Sense of Place and our Sense of Community.   

Appreciate our Past, Examine the Present 

and Create the Future 

Please take a moment to answer the 

following questions.  Say as much or as 

little as you like! 

Please return to:  

Wilberforce Municipal Office  

P.O. Box 295 

County Road 648 

Wilberforce, Ontario, Canada 

K0L 3C0 

Or: 

One of the four branches of the 

Haliburton County Library in 

Highlands East 

 

 



Cultural Planning Questionnaire – Municipality of Highlands 
East 
 
Question 1: Are you a resident of Highlands East?  
£ Full-time resident of Highlands East,  
£ Part-time resident of Highlands East,  
£ Visitor,  
£ Other (i.e. Business Owner in Highlands East). 

 
Question 2: What is your age group?  
£  0 – 18,  
£ 19 – 29,  
£ 30- 59,  
£ 60 – 75,  
£ 76 + 
 

Question 3: What makes Highlands East, Highlands East? What is 
special or unique about Highlands East? 
 

 

 

 

 

Question 4: 

 

 

 



Question 4: What would you like to see in the future for Highlands 
East? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Question 5: Other Comments 
Ø What do you like about liv ing in Highlands East?   
Ø What work would you like to do today and in the future?   
Ø What can you do in Highlands East that is not like anywhere else in the world? 
Ø What would you like to change, if anything, in Highlands East? 

 
 



 

 

All community members of Highlands East are 
invited to attend this public gathering.  

A Community Conversation 

about CULTURAL PLANNING 

DATE:  Thursday, November 21st, 2013  
TIME:  6:30pm to 9:00 pm 
PLACE:  Lloyd Watson Centre, 2249 Loop Road, Wilberforce  

 
Cultural Planning is about who we are, and what we value  

and the kind of community we would like to have in the future.  

Our culture includes our heritage and history, recreation, 
meeting places, landscapes, cottaging, hunting and fishing, our stories, outdoor 

experiences, artisans, local businesses,  
community events, organizations  

and a whole lot more.   

It is also about what we envision for our future. 

“CULTURE” It’s not a noun; it’s a verb on the move! 
“CULTURE” is our changing economy, social opportunities and  

ever-changing environment     
 “CULTURE” matters for people of all ages. 

Highlands East is on the move…. Have your say…..  
Be part of the Action! 

Contribute to the creation of the Highlands East Cultural Plan. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Questions? Need a ride? Please call 705 448-2981 ext.229. 
 

This project has been 

funded by the Ministry of 

Tourism, Culture and Sport 


